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Conventional wisdom with re-
spect to selling a home might be
falling by the wayside. Over the
years, research on home sales has
suggested the best season to sell
a home is spring. Buyer demand
has traditionally built through
spring and into the summer
months, when families often pre-
fer to move because doing so does
not force parents to uproot their
children from school in the middle
of the school year. However, as the
economy has struggled over the
last couple of years, so, too, has
the real estate market. According
to the S&P/Case-Shiller home
price index, home prices de-
creased by 28 percent from their
national peak in the second quar-
ter of 2006 to the end of 2009.
Such figures have turned conven-
tional real estate wisdom on its
head, as have tax credits to en-
courage first time buyers to buy
homes. In 2010, first time home

buyers who closed on a home by
April 30, 2010 received an $8,000
credit. As a result, home sales fig-
ures in February and March were
expected to be higher than in
years past, and therefore lower in
the ensuing months. For those
homeowners forced to sell a home
in less desirable seasons like win-
ter, real estate professionals typi-
cally advise selling up certain
points of the home. Suggestions
include decorating a home for the
holidays and shoveling any walk-
ways or driveways should snow
arrive while a house is on the
market.What's more, sellers sell-
ing in off-seasons should be real-
istic about their selling price at
the outset, as buyers might be ret-
icent to buy in a season where so
few homes are on the market.
Selling a home at a desirable ask-
ing price, however, might increase
buyer interest.
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Real Estate Wisdom Changing?
Space heaters may seem like

an excellent way to provide sup-
plemental heat on chilly days.
However, research points out that
these units tend to be dangerous.
According to the National Fire

Prevention Association, around
one-third of fires in the home can
be attributed to space heaters.
They also account for three-quar-
ters of fire-related deaths in U.S.
homes. 
One of the biggest risk factors

with space heaters is their ten-
dency to get hot on the surface.
When a hot space heater comes in
contact with surrounding com-
bustible materials, such as
draperies or bed linens, the risk
for a serious fire will only in-
crease. 
Space heaters should come

with instructions for proper use
and placement, including several
feet from walls and other com-
bustibles. However, in crowded
living situations or homes with
small children and pets, it is easy
for space heaters to be inadver-
tently moved or knocked over. 
If a space heater is needed in

a home, select a type that will be
the safest option.
* Consider an electric model

that doesn't require the replace-
ment of fuel, such as kerosene.
* Choose a radiator type that

doesn't feature any external heat-
ing coils.
* Look for models with a tip-

over safety shut off. There are oth-
ers that will automatically shut

off if the unit senses too much
heat from a close-by object.
* Select sturdy models that

aren't prone to tip over, meaning
look for short, stout heaters,
rather than tall, skinny ones.
* The best type of space

heaters have the heating element
deep inside of the machine and
only emit hot air.
* For those with an old-fash-

ioned heater that features heat-
ing coils directly behind a mesh
screen, discard of this unsafe ap-
pliance promptly.
* A space heater should be the

only major appliance on one cir-
cuit to avoid an electrical overload
and fire.
* Do not use extension cords

with a space heater, as the cord
tends to overheat quickly.
* Turn off the space heater

when a room is unattended.
These heaters must be used
under supervision. Leaving them
unmonitored in a room is a recipe
for trouble.
* Use space heaters as a last

resort. Heavy blankets and cloth-
ing can chase away the chill.
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Olmsted Bros. Inc. offers two of the most “Green”
earth friendly products in the market. In fact, these
products can save up to 40% on one’s energy bills.
Our Nu-Wool cellulose insulation is made out of 100%
recycled paper. Also, our polyurethane foam insula-
tion is soy based. Owner Eric Olmsted stresses the
importance of all consumers (commercial and resi-
dential) to educate themselves on premium earth
friendly insulation products.  It will make your new or
reinsulated Home and Buildings comfortable, energy
efficient, along with preserving the Earth’s resources.  

640 Castle Drive (NW Business Park)
Charleston, IL 217.348.7931

GREEN REASONS AND MORE!
1) Nu-Wool Premium Cellulose Insulation is made from 100% recycled paper.
2) Nu-Wool recycles over 150 tons of paper each day which saves 8,000 trees per day.
3) Helps reduce greenhouse gases.
4) Nu-Wool has been Green since 1949.
5) More paper ends up in landfills then any other material. --Choosing Nu-Wool Wallseal actually helps to 

preserve land and trees for future generations.
6) Our insulation is up to 40% more efficient than traditional insulation providing up to 40% savings on oneʼs 

energy bill.
7) Carries the Underwriters Laboratories classified and Energy Star labels.
8) E.P.A. registered fungicide making it resistant to the growth of mold.
9) Nu-Woolʼs contractor training and field support is the best in the industry. 
10) A superior sound proofing insulation. For more information log on to www.nuwool.com

PREMIUM CELLULOSE INSULATION

Olmsted Bros. 
Insulation, Inc.

GREEN Since 1949

Scotty’s
Garden & Furnace Center, Inc.

Intersection of Rts 40 & 49, Casey, IL
(217) 932-2007

Monday- Friday 8 am - 6 pm • Saturday 8 am - 2 pm

Mums, Pansies, Kale, Fall Bulbs for Spring Color!
Pumpkins, Gourds, & Indian Corn

Now is a great time to plant!
Large Selection of Shrubs & Trees, 

Bulk Rock & Mulch, Chemicals, Fertilizer & more. 
We can meet all your landscaping needs.

New Fall Decor, Windchimes, Garden Flags, 
Woodwick, WarmGlo & Primitive Glow Candles,

Gourmet Food, Coffee, Hot Chocolate & Teas
Stepping Stones, Cub, Cardinal, John Deere, 

Harley Davidson Mugs & Much More.

Hawken Energy Outdoor Wood Furnaces
#1 Efficiency Rating

Save Energy & Money
Call for Free Estimate

Interstate Battery Dealer

Call TODAY for a FREE estimate!

1-800-500-2847

Now offering:
Vents, vent wells, insulation

removal and installation, 
sump pump, drain systems, 

and TyVek homewrap

The Area’s Best Buildings
• Very Clean Self Service Storage
• 4 Locations, 26 Different Sizes
• Boat, Car, RV, Household Goods

234-4477
www.willaredt.com

800 North Route 45, Mattoon

Free Up Space at Home!
Space Heaters Should be Used With Caution



It's a common sight: Trailing
ivy scaling the sides of homes. It
can elicit an Old World feel and
many homeowners like the look
of ivy on their homes. But is it
wise to have ivy
growing on the
home? It de-
pends.
Ivy roots

take hold in
crevices and
cracks. Gener-
ally, ivy is not strong
enough to cause the
cracks itself, which
makes it safe for use on
siding surfaces that are strong
and secure. However, ivy can
loosen siding materials that are
already compromised, leading to
trouble.
There are certain places

where ivy growth should be

avoided. 
* Stucco: Removal of the ivy

after time can also pull off chunks
of stucco, leaving behind bare
patches and discoloration of the
stucco.
* Older brick homes: The

mortar used in the past wasn't
as strong or durable as that
used today. Ivy can knock out
mortar in older brick homes,
leading to pest or water in-

filtration.
* Wood sur-

faces: Ivy may
harbor wood-eat-
ing insects. Also,
the roots may
penetrate the
grain of the
wood, causing po-
tential rot.
* Siding or

shakes: Siding with seams can be

vulnerable to ivy roots,
causing damage while it
is growing and should
the ivy be removed later
on.
* Flimsy structures:

Ivy tends to be heavy
and can pull
down unsecured
or weakened
structures.
For home-

owners who
choose to plant
ivy, choose
species that are
not overly inva-
sive. English ivy,
for example, is
very invasive
and can quickly
spread from one
home to another.
Only plant ivy to
grow on strong,
secure masonry surfaces. Keep
the ivy trimmed and trained so
it will only grow where de-
sired.
Those who have exist-

ing ivy and want to re-
move it should consider
the following tips.
* Be gentle when

pulling off vines. Go
slowly so that mortar or pieces of
the surface to which the ivy is at-
tached will not pull off in the
process.
* Ivy roots are tiny and hairy

and adhere to surfaces like glue.
Even after the main vines are
pulled off, homeowners are likely
to be left with tendrils of roots re-
maining in place.
* These roots will need to be

gently scrubbed off. However,

don't rub so hard that the hous-
ing surface is damaged. One may
simply have to live with the re-
maining ivy roots rather than
damage the home. Test the scrub-
bing method in an inconspicuous
spot to check for damage.
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* Pricing above covers LABOR ONLY. Parts
and pick up/delivery are additional costs. 

Additional labor may be charged if repairs are
not covered under service special. Contact

Arends Bros LLC for additional information. Ashmore • 349-8338

STEFFEN
HTG & A/C

We Promise.

Since 1956 & Starting the 3rd Generation, We’re the Rheem Team.®

Good work and fair prices. From Geo-thermal Heating & Cooling Systems To
Fireplace Gas Logs...& everything in between. We’ll arrive on time, in uniform,
and we clean up before leaving. Call us for the best in customer care.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

217-342-2062
www.steffenheating.com

Effingham & Surrounding Counties

Scaling Ivy ... Friend or Foe?

Many people like the appearance of ivy growing on the side of a
home. In many cases, ivy can be a nice focal point. However, ivy is
not appropriate for all building surfaces.

(MS) -- Given the sluggish
economy, now is not the time most
of us want to spring for a costly
remodeling project. But you don't
have to spend a lot of money to
spruce up your home with paint.

The nation's number one do-it-
yourself project holds that title
for a reason (two reasons, actu-
ally):  Painting is easy and it's in-
expensive, making it just right for
budget-minded consumers.

What's more, even small paint
projects can greatly enhance the
appearance of your home. Here
are some quick ways to get a lot
of mileage out of a little paint, ac-
cording to Debbie Zimmer,
spokesperson for the Paint Qual-
ity Institute: 

Paint just an interior accent
wall. Don't have the time or en-
ergy to paint an entire room?
Give the space an exciting new
look by painting just one wall in
a different color. A so-called ac-
cent wall can add visual interest
to a room and introduce another
hue into your color scheme.

Paint the area above (or
below) a chair rail. According to
Zimmer, if your home is blessed
with chair rails, you don't have to
paint the entire wall. "You can
choose to repaint only the wall
area above the rail, or the area
below it," says Zimmer. "It's a
simple project that can dramati-
cally change the appearance of
the room."

Paint the interior windows
and trim. Love your wall color,
but still yearn for a new look?
Give the room a makeover by
painting your windows, molding,
and trim. You'll be surprised how
different a room can look when
you change the intensity of color
there.

Paint a room's standout fea-
ture. Play up what's special about
a room by painting it a different
color. This could be a fireplace
surround, a curved archway, the
backs of built-in bookshelves or
cabinets, or something else. Using
a strong "punch" color will draw
immediate attention to your
standout feature.

Paint the front door.  Studies
have shown that visitors get their
first impression about a home
from the condition of the front en-
trance, according to Zimmer. A
freshly painted door helps ensure
that first impression will be fa-
vorable.

Paint just a few exterior archi-
tectural details. Even if you don't
have to paint your home exterior
for maintenance reasons, con-
sider changing the appearance of
your home by painting a few ar-
chitectural details. Shutters are
good candidates. "But if you're
lucky enough to own a house with
ornamental fretwork, call atten-
tion to the trim by painting it a
strong or vibrant color that con-
trasts with your walls," Zimmer

recommends.
Whether you try one of these

quick and easy do-it-yourself proj-
ects, or take on more ambitious
home painting, Zimmer advises
that you always use a top quality

100 percent acrylic latex paint.
These paints have superior "hid-
ing" capability when painting
over dark colors, they are stain-
and mildew-resistant, many func-
tion as both primer and paint,

and best of all ... they offer
tremendous durability, so your
paint job will continue to look
great for years to come!

Mini Garage Lofted CabinGarden Shed

#1 Metal Roofing & Siding • Treated Joists & Flooring • Condensation Barrier
Maintenance Free • Choice of 17 Colors • Custom Built • FREE Delivery (Within 25 miles)

3 miles west on Rt. 133 & 2¼ miles South of Arthur
or 5 miles North off Rt. 121 on Cadwell Rd.Raymond H. Miller 217-543-3525

Work Shop

Look no further than a GeoComfort®
geothermal system. Replacing your
fossil fuel furnace with a GeoComfort
system can reduce your monthly utility
costs by up to 70%. What’s more,
geothermal systems are the cleanest,
quietest and most comfortable
systems on the market. It’s never too
late or too early to consider a
GeoComfort geothermal system for
your home.

GeoComfort. Live comfortably™.

217-752-6867
217-348-8888

Purchase 2 or more eligible GE ProfileTM

Kitchen appliances now - October 31,
2010 from a participating authorized GE
Retail Dealer and receive a Visa® prepaid
card valued up to $1000.*
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Budget-Friendly Paint Projects To Spruce Up Your Home This Fall

A bold-colored accent wall can add visual interest.

Eliminating Painting Odors
Painting a room can give it a

face lift in a day. While painting
can have many appealing bene-
fits, one of the project's pitfalls is
the odor left behind. This can
leave homeowners wondering
how to reduce paint smells in the
home.

The advancements of paint
have led to many varieties of low-
odor paints. However, even the

most low-odor of the bunch will
have some residual smell. What's
more, homeowners retrofitting
spaces that are older or who have
used oil-based paints in the past
may need to use a more potent
paint to cover dark colors, block
water infiltration or simply ad-
here to previous paint applica-
tions. These stronger paints tend
to be more potent.

There are some steps home-
owners can take when paint
fumes are bound to overwhelm,
particularly in a child's bedroom. 

1. Empty the entire room of
furniture and any porous materi-
als that can trap paint fumes.
This also will make it easier to
paint with no obstructions.

See Paint on page 15

http://www.ge.com
http://www.geocomfort.com


"No matter where I
serve my guests, it seems
they like my kitchen best."

This saying has
adorned wall plaques in
many people's kitchens,
and for most individuals
the sentiment is quite
true. The kitchen tends to
be the gathering place for
the family. When thinking
about renovating the
kitchen, it pays to have en-
tertaining in mind.

It is widely known that
improvements to kitchens
and bathrooms often reap
the greatest return on in-
vestment. When making
changes to the kitchen,
paying attention to the
trend of kitchen entertain-
ing can make the room
even more valuable --
should a homeowner
choose to sell at a later
point in time. Gearing ren-
ovations around kitchen
entertaining also can
make the space desireable
for current homeowners.

Here are some renovation de-
cisions to consider that can make
the kitchen an ideal gathering
spot for family and friends.

* Space: The best kitchens for
entertaining are roomy and fea-
ture an open floor plan. For home-
owners who have limited space,
the first decision may be to ex-
pand the kitchen by building an
extension on the home or taking
down a wall. Many homeowners
find that spacious eat-in-kitchens
are preferable over a small
kitchen and formal dining area.
So if a dining room abuts the
kitchen, remove the wall to create

a large kitchen space.
* Multiple islands: Instead of

one large island, consider two is-
lands. They are less cumbersome,
making it easier for guests to eas-
ily traverse the kitchen. One is-
land can be set up with a prep
sink and wine cooler, while the
other can feature a countertop-
mounted induction stovetop for
convenience and safety. A few tall
stools around the back of one is-
land can provide seating while
prepping, or for simple conversa-
tion.

* Company cleanup: Think
about large sinks that can accom-
modate tall pots and pans, such

as a double-basin apron sink.
Drawer-style dishwashers can be
installed so that delicate china
and glassware can be washed sep-
arately from grimy pots. This seg-
regated style means homeowners
can save money by washing
smaller loads as needed.

* Gathering niche: A butler's
pantry or another alcove
equipped with beverage center
enables guests to gather in an
area away from the main cooking
and preparation space. 

* Breakfast nook: Cozy ban-
quette seating nestled next to a
picture window is a great spot for
early-morning coffee or when

overnight guests
trickle down for a
hearty breakfast. Dec-
orative brick or stone -
- or even a fireplace
next to the nook -- com-
pletes the warm and
fuzzy feel of the area.

* Large table:
Homeowners who do a
lot of hosting can bene-
fit from a table that
seats many. Purchase a
large table or one that
can be expanded with a
drop-in leaf.

* Hidden appli-
ances: The kitchen
should be decorated ac-
cording to homeown-
ers' preferences. Key
appliances such as
dishwashers, refrigera-
tors and even ovens
can be masked with
cabinet facing, so they

blend right into the rest of the
cabinetry. A larger refrigerator
with features for entertaining,
such as room for platters or bak-
ery cakes, is ideal for the host and
hostess. A separate beverage
drawer eliminates the need to
open the refrigerator repeatedly,
plus it's at a great height for kids
looking for juice boxes.

* Lighting: Homeowners
should consider many different
lighting sources. Pendant lights
over islands illuminate these
work stations. Recessed lighting
under cabinets can brighten
countertop areas that tend to be
dark. A chandelier or bold fixture
over the table shows off the amaz-
ing meal.

Because the kitchen is such a
gathering spot, renovations to
this room should reflect how
much foot traffic and use the
kitchen gets.
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235-3161
Mattoon

345-3309
Charleston

342-2740
Effingham Visit Us Online: www.floorshow1.com

Keep Your HomeKeep Your Home

BeautifullyClean

We clean, restore, and disinfect surfaces in your home
• Carpet • Area Rugs • Laminate • Drapes • Hardwood •

• Tile • Upholstery • Pet Odor Removal •

The Floor Show Inc. Serving the Area 
for Over 30 Years

Make Entertaining the Focal Point of Kitchen Design

A curved countertop serves as extra seating around the prep area, while a
large table is perfect for serving big meals.

(MS) -- When the St. Simons
(GA) Land Trust was looking for a
crown jewel for their new Earth-
friendly Frederica Park Nature
Trail, the choice was simple: a
beautifully designed gazebo, con-
structed of sustainable, locally
harvested lumber. The gorgeous
structure, designed by Nathan
Brock of Wiregrass Studio, Inc.,
now provides a peaceful, shaded
respite to park visitors.

Creating this same peaceful
spot is now within reach of home-
owners as well: free plans for the
Frederica Park Gazebo are now
available via download at
www.realoutdoorliving.com.

As more and more homeown-
ers search for cost-effective yet at-
tractive ways to add more value
to their current home, the popu-
larity of backyard projects contin-
ues to grow, even past the
traditional outdoor season.

"People tend to associate their
outdoor living space as a fun spot
during the spring and summer,"
explains Brad Staggs, HGTV and
DIY show host and a licensed
contractor. "There are so many
ways to extend the use of your
outdoor living area well into fall
and winter, too -- it's a great time

to get outside with family and
friends and enjoy the cooler
weather, beautiful fall colors and
changing seasons."

Consider these additional
projects to extend the time spent
outdoors with your family: a
beautiful wood deck, a porch
swing, a picnic table or perhaps
some nice planter boxes, brim-
ming will fall blooms.

Once you decide to build the
Frederica Park Gazebo, or any
other outdoor living project, do
your homework when it comes to
choosing building products. The
market is flooded with options
right now, but which one is right
for you? For strength, durability,
beauty and the best environmen-
tal choice, choose pressure-
treated wood. Every project listed
above can be completed using
pressure-treated wood, and you
won't break the bank in the
process.

According to Staggs, "It's al-
ways a good idea to use treated
lumber in projects that will be ex-
posed to ground contact or out-
door elements on a consistent
basis. And the strength and dura-
bility of real wood ensures that
your project will be around for

years to come."
In addition, choosing pressure-

treated wood is a strong environ-
mental decision. The majority of
pressure-treated wood available
in big-box retailers or through in-
dependent lumber dealers will be
locally grown wood from sustain-
ably managed forests. Wood is a

natural, authentic resource, and
our forests are in better shape
today than they were a century
ago.

Worried about the mainte-
nance of a real wood structure
such as a gazebo or deck? No
need; while no product intended
for outdoor use is truly mainte-

nance free, real wood comes
pretty close. Think of it as annual
maintenance for your backyard:
just as you clean your house or
wash and wax your car to keep
them maintained, check your
backyard structures once a year
for any nail pops or wood damage.
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221 Lake Land

MATTOON
235-6999

* Subject to usual company policies.

• Installment Loans $100 - $1,500*
• No Credit Check Loans $100 - $300*
• Approval In Less Than One Hour!

We Say YES,
When Others

Don’t!

Unfinished Home Improvement Projects?

We Can 
Help!

We Can 
Help!

Beautiful Frederica Park Gazebo Adds Charm,
Style and Increased Outdoor Living Space

RELAXATION
Right In Your Own BackyardRight In Your Own Backyard

Whoever said you have to leave home to get
some rest and relaxation obviously didn’t own
a Nordic Hot Tub! And once you get one, we
think you’ll agree – there really is no place
like home!

We also carry Pools & Pool Accessories

Leisure Pools
712 Charleston Ave. • Mattoon

235-5585

http://www.andersenwindows.com
http://www.floorshow1.com


(MS) -- While big-ticket reno-
vations may not fit your budget
these days, there are still plenty
of improvements that can offer a
dramatic impact without empty-
ing your wallet.

"Start from the ground up
when considering cost-effective
changes that make a big impact,"
says Linda Jacobs, a design ex-
pert from Nourison, a leading
manufacturer of quality area
rugs and broadloom. "Cosmetic
changes such as a beautiful area
rug on the floor can give the im-
pression that you've altered your
entire living space. Available in
any price range, a new rug can in-
stantly transform a room."

Additionally, Jacobs offers the
following checklist for home decor
chic on a budget:

* Use area rugs to separate
spaces or tie rooms together
where large expanses of hard-
wood floors do not make for a
cozy, inviting space. Using a
larger area rug can make a space
appear larger.

* Use an area rug on top of a
carpet. Create a striking focal
point in a wall-to-wall carpeted
room with contrasting color area
rugs strategically placed in a
room.

* Experiment with color.
Choose your favorite color palette.
Once your rug is in place, you'll
have several colors to use to

match when introducing small
accent pieces throughout your
room.

* Texture, Texture, Texture.
Even solid colors can become in-
teresting because of their texture.
Natural wools from flat-weave to
plush, wool blended with pure
silk or today's high tech synthet-
ics, plus shags and novelty yarns
are just some of the many choices
of constructions with different
textures. Additionally, many of
today's best handmade
and even machine-made
area rugs feature hand
carving for additional
textural appeal.

* Don't be afraid of
patterns. Adding geomet-
ric patterns can take a
traditional setting and
make it appear more
modern, while floral pat-
terns and Persian de-
signs have a more
traditional appeal. In
today's fashion forward
rug selections, many of
the traditional patterns
are revitalized in newer
color palettes so a tradi-
tional rug can have a to-
tally new appeal.

Luxurious wall-to-
wall carpeting also com-
pletely changes any
space. Nourison has
unique hand-carved wool

and wool blend carpets in pat-
terns that are truly extraordi-
nary, offering
three-dimensionality in patterns
unlike most ordinary carpets.

Creative use of area rugs and
carpets can replace costly renova-
tions for totally new looks
throughout your home. Nourison
offers a variety of collections
available in patterns and colors
that complement all types of de-
sign styles.
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Need
More

Storage
Space?

217-543-3206
1955 CR 1700 E. 
Arthur, IL 61911

1 mile west & 
1 1/2 miles South of Arthur

English Cottage

Custom Built Since 1975

Need
More

Storage
Space?

ServiceMaster of Effingham
217-342-3206 & 888-812-7290

3230 S. Banker St.
Now Serving

Mattoon

Luxury Home Decor Begins On the Floor

A new area rug or carpet can make a dramatic change to any room.

Furniture & Bedding, Inc.

MON-FRI: 9:00-6:00
SAT 9:00-5:00 • CLOSED SUN

1601 Broadway Ave
Downtown Mattoon

217-235-3434

we bring the to your home
stationary sofas 
STARTING AT

$399

beauty

lamps & 5x7 rugs 
STARTING AT

$99

Not too long ago, the "green"
bathroom or kitchen conjured im-
ages of avocado appliances or sea
foam colored toilets. Today, how-
ever, "green" takes on an entirely
new connotation. Kitchens and
baths that employ environmen-
tally conscious products and pro-
cedures are growing in
popularity.

Individuals inclined toward

green spaces may wonder just
how to achieve a sustainable
kitchen or bath. The concept lies
in rooms that use less water and
energy than traditional rooms. 

Getting started could involve
choosing fixtures that require
less water usage. Low-flow
faucets and showerheads and re-
duced-capacity toilets can go a
long way toward saving water.

Additionally, using these conser-
vation fixtures does not mean a
homeowner has to sacrifice crea-
ture comforts. New technology
means that despite reduced water
use, the fixtures still provide
ample pressure for showering
and hand-washing and adequate
flushing power. If a toilet was in-
stalled prior to 1994 it should be
replaced for a more efficient
model. 

Being sustainable means more
than just reducing water, how-
ever. Other changes can be em-
ployed all at once or gradually.
Recycled glass tile as a back-
splash or in a shower surround is
an idea. It utilizes glass that has
been recycled and is a smart, eco-
friendly option. Consider flooring
that is made from recyclable or
sustainable materials. Bamboo
quickly replenishes itself  in the
wild, making it a truly green
item. However, vinyl flooring
made from composite recycled
materials is also practical.

In terms of saving energy,
lower the thermostat on the
water heater. Not only will this
reduce the chance of scalding, but
it will save energy on heating
water as well. Replacing ineffi-
cient lighting fixtures can go a
long way toward saving energy,
too. Shop for attractive, yet effi-
cient, fixtures that employ CFL
bulbs or even LEDs.

When shopping for bathroom
and kitchen essentials, such as
towels, toilet tissue and cosmetic
products, be conscious of the way
these products are made and
manufactured. Choose recyclable
paper products whenever possi-
ble. Be sure to have a recycling
pail in both the kitchen and the
bath to collect items that should-
n't be trashed, but recycled. This
includes cardboard toilet paper
tubes, plastic product bottles and
more.

Green appliances call to mind
energy-efficient dishwashers and
refrigerators. But green can ex-
tend to the stove, too. Induction

cooktops provide faster heating
times and more efficient cooking
than gas or electric alternatives.
Induction enables 90 percent of
the heat generated to go directly
into the cooking vessel, compared
with 75 percent for electric and
about 40 percent for gas. Plus, in-
duction cooktops work with mag-
nets, making them a safer choice
for families.

Creating sustainable kitchens
and baths is easier than one may
think. A few changes over time
can transform a space.
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Create Sustainable Kitchens and Bathrooms

Recycled glass tiles and water-saving faucets are just a couple of
ways to make kitchens and baths more green.

Improve Water Pressure
For those who have turned on

a faucet to find a trickle or bathed
under something more like a drip
sprinkler than a shower, water
pressure might be the culprit. In-
adequate water pressure can be a
nuisance. Remedying it could
take a quick fix or a major over-
haul.

There are many reasons for
low water pressure. Diagnosing
the problem is the key to fixing it.
Here are some causes to consider.

* Rural areas that rely on well
water may have less pounds of
water pressure than in suburban
or city areas. 

* Water softeners or filters in
homes can reduce water pressure.

* Multi-level homes could ex-
perience a drop in water pressure
in upstairs bathrooms. That's be-
cause, for every 2.31 feet of verti-
cal climb in a water line, a
homeowner will lose a pound of
water pressure. Water that origi-
nates in the basement and must
travel upstairs could decrease by
12 pounds of pressure by the time
it arrives at a third-floor bath-
room.

* Clogged pipes or fixtures can
reduce water pressure. Pipes that
are also too small in diameter to
meet the house water needs could
also be to blame. 

* Water restrictors in shower-

heads and other fixtures can re-
duce water flow in an effort to
conserve the natural resource.

Homeowners can insert a
gauge at the main water supply of
the house to determine the pres-

Call 217-543-2829 or E-mail steelstar@agapemail.com 
For Free Brochure & Price List for Metal, Trim & Fasteners

Manufactured By:

Cornerstone Building Products – Arthur, IL

Buy Factory Direct! Contractor Discounts.
Available in 20 colors, including copper
Agricultural or Commercial Rib Designs

Hundreds of trim profiles in stock • 3-D quoting software
Full line of related products • Up to 40 year warranty

$1500.00 tax credit for reroofing homes

See Water on page 12

http://www.firstneighbor.com
mailto:steelstar@agapemail.com


(MS) -- Being out and about is
simply the "norm" these days.
Rain or shine, practically a third
of each day is spent outside of the
home. What returns indoors with
us can be a problem, however.

Did you know that as much as
85 percent of the contaminants in
your home got there via your fam-
ily and you? Healthy and green
living experts suggest stopping
dirt, germs and other contami-

nants at the door. Not exactly
sure how? A re-designed family-
friendly entrance -- mudroom or
laundry room -- is the perfect so-
lution.

The mudroom concept is as old
as the horse-drawn plow. Manor
houses and farms usually had a
back room or porch where muddy
clothes and boots were deposited
and hardworking family mem-
bers washed up before entering

the main house -- an early version
of today's back door. However,
with the advent of indoor plumb-
ing and eventual other "modern
conveniences," mudrooms were
sacrificed and the laundry room
evolved into the home's "family"
entrance or transitional room be-
tween the not-so-clean garage
and the main living space.

If you are striving to create
and maintain a healthier living

environment for your family, and
changes to your home's "transi-
tional room" are in the works,
consider including some of the fol-
lowing to make the space func-
tional, healthy and as attractive
as possible:

1. Hooks and hangers for
coats, wraps and rainwear

2. A bench for boot and shoe
removal

3. Cabinets or walk-in closets
for storage

4. Adjustable height shelving
for purses, backpacks and brief-
cases

5. A vertical locker for storing
baseball bats, skis, hockey sticks
or other items

6. An umbrella stand
7. Hooks for pet leashes and

clean-up supplies
8. A bulletin board to post

schedules and keep families on
track

9. Trash can and recycling con-
tainers

10. A General "catch-all" for
car keys and other commonly
used items

Longtime champions of the
mudroom/laundry room re-design
include Martha Stewart and ar-
chitect Sarah Susanka. In her
best-selling book, "The Not So Big
House," Susanka suggests trans-
forming this often used, often
overlooked area into an ultra
functional yet very attractive
space. Adding plenty of natural

light will keep it bright and invit-
ing. And a plethora of storage and
space requirements will be satis-
fied by incorporating built-in cab-
inets, countertops, even an island.
Cabinetry will store and organize,
while counter space will allow for
bill-paying, mail-sorting, scrap-
booking, gift wrapping, crafting
activities, indoor gardening, and
even a computer workstation.
That's total functionality and
here's how U.S. hardwoods fit
right into the design mix.

According to the American
Hardwood Information Center
(www.HardwoodInfo.com), U.S.
hardwoods are the all-natural
choice for sturdy, attractive and
healthy design materials. Not
only nature's "greenest" building
material, hardwoods are easy to
maintain, don't trap dust, dirt
and other allergens and are often
recommended by doctors for indi-
viduals with allergies or asthma.
Plus, the wide range of species
provides a spectrum of colors and
grain patterns to satisfy any dec-
orating scheme. And with native
growth well exceeding removal,
the U.S. supply of hardwoods for
cabinetry, furniture, shelving,
flooring, and millwork is -- by def-
inition -- sustainable now and for
future generations.

Oak, maple, hickory, and
cherry make wonderful and pop-
ular species choices for cabinets
and shelves. They are available in
hundreds of styles and finishes
and will suit any decorating pref-
erence. Then complete your de-
sign with bead board paneling
complimented by hardwood floor-
ing. Low-VOC finishes keep hard-
woods looking great and
performing well. And today's
durable new finishes make U.S.
hardwoods a wonderful choice
even for wet, humid environ-
ments. 

Remember, according to the
healthy living experts, these al-
ternative entrances provide an
important barrier between out-
side and in. As you plan to make
the space as functional as possi-
ble, by incorporating nature's
"greenest" building material into
the design, you'll make it healthy
and beautiful as well.
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C.R. NEFF
Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, LLC

1805 Lafayette • Mattoon IL

Free Estimates

We Sell The Best and Service The Rest

(217)235-0882

“Since 1927”

FREE
10 year Parts & 10 year Labor Warranty

With the purchase of any GOODMAN
Expires 12/31/2010

Hurry! Act Now!
Ask us about

Rebates and Tax Credits up to $2,000

� ��

�� �

#420

2068 CR 1800E
Arthur, IL

(1/2 mile south of Arthur on Vine Street)
(217) 543-2082

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-3

Slip Resistance Excellent

Oil/Gas Excellent

Chemicals Excellent

Abrasions Excellent

Non-Marketing Yes

Metzger Welding
& Machine

– Your Local Gano Tank Distributor –
2900 Marshall • Mattoon

217-234-2851
If no answer, 217-235-0657

millimetz5@hotmail.com

Portable or Shop Welding
Machine Shop Service

Mig • Aluminum • Equipment Repair
Metal Fabrication • Heliarc • Stainless Steel

Gas Welding • Trailer Hitches Installed
24 Hour Emergency Service

Re-designing a Family-friendly Entrance with U. S. Hardwoods

The multifunctional laundry room of American Woodmark's New Southern Home features sleek maple
cabinetry in a work-inducing environment.

315 N Logan • Mattoon, IL 61938

Telephone: 217-235-5004  Fax: 217-235-5007
www.nickandstaceyshouseofpaints.com

2. Open the windows in the
room before any paint cans are
opened, and keep them open dur-
ing the duration of the job.

3. Consider the use of latex
paints, which are generally low-
odor.

4. If alkyd, alcohol, or shellac
paints must be used, add a few
drops of vanilla extract to the
paint to alleviate any odors. It
won't affect the color of applica-
tion.

5. Wait until the walls have

fully dried before closing windows
and returning the furniture to the
room.

6. Promptly close paint cans
and gather materials used for
cleaning and removal from the
room. Store them in a sealed con-
tainer to prevent odors from
spreading throughout the house.

7. If odors are persistent, plac-
ing a bowl of cut up onions in
water in the room is an old trick
that may or may not work. The
onions supposedly absorb the
paint odors, sometimes in as little
as one day. This is an inexpensive
idea to try.

Paint
from page 3

Preventing Ice Dam Damage
The cold weather brings with

it many potential dangers to a
home. Ice dams are one such situ-
ation that could prove a formida-
ble foe to homeowners.

Under normal circumstances,
gutters and downspouts are in
place on a home to ensure water
runoff from the roof makes its
way down and away from the
house. However, during the win-
ter months, snow accumulation
on the roof may melt over sur-
faces of the roof that are warmed
by an underlying attic, drip down
to the end of the roof and refreeze
in areas where there is less sur-
face warmth. Eventually a block
of ice may form over the gutter or
at the edge of it, preventing fur-
ther roof runoff from properly
draining. All it takes is a little
trickle of melted snow to pool up
and leak back under the roofing
shingles and into the home.

Preventing ice dams takes
some work and financial invest-
ment on the part of the home-
owner. It also starts with a
quality roof. 

Because most homeowners do
not regularly inspect their roofs,
it's an easy place for contractors
to skimp. A quality roofer will en-
sure that homes in snowy areas
have the following compo-
nents:An ice and water barrier in-
stalled on all roof edges and over
all valleys, proper flashing, rolled
asphalt underlayment over the
entire roof, and quality roofing
shingles with the right overlap.

Homeowners must also pro-

vide adequate attic ventilation
and insulation to cut down on ice
dam problems. After all, it is the
warm air from the attic that
melts the snow on the roof. A
cooler attic temperature might
lead to less melted snow and, as a
result, less water seepage as well.

Investigate the R-value of in-
sulation products before use and
install the one that will meet the
needs in the home and geographic
area. Check where other sources
of warm air could be entering the
attic, such as from ventilation
fans or recessed lighting fixtures.
Weather stripping attic stairs and
fixtures may be a solution.

Ensuring cool air can flow
through the attic is another way
to reduce the temperature in this
space. Ventilation systems can be
installed to properly air out an
attic. In most homes, a louvered
window or gable vent in the attic
is not adequate to provide proper
air flow. Consult with a profes-
sional about upgrading an attic
ventilation system.

By taking a few measures to
improve insulation, roofing and
ventilation, homeowners can
greatly reduce the likelihood of
water damage from ice dam for-
mation.

http://tinyurl.com/2cuvr3w
http://tinyurl.com/25jy3ud
mailto:millimetz5@hotmail.com


(MS) -- According to design ex-
perts, the latest hot trend in
kitchen decor is the use of differ-
ent textures, colors and surfaces
to create a sensual sanctuary that
engages all of our five senses --
sight, hearing, smell, taste, and
most of all touch.

In her book, "Sensual Home,"
Elle Decoration editor Ilse Craw-
ford explains this recent interior
design movement as creating pri-
vate havens with your decor to
soothe and enhance each of the
senses.

"As modern life threatens to
become increasingly standard-
ized, suburbanized, unnatural,
and uniformly lit, the home is, for
many of us, the last bastion of the
senses," she writes. This is why
she recommends we tune our
homes to involve all of our senses
and "restore the balance between
mind and body."

In fact, homeowners were al-
ready creating these sanctuaries
in other rooms of their homes,
like the master bedroom and
bathroom. Master bedrooms fea-
tured sensual silk bedding, cozy
comfort duvets, seductive colours
and lighting while master bath-
rooms hosted soothing sensuous
spa-like environments created to
relax and unwind from the out-
side world.

Up until recently, designers
and consumers did not afford
these same sensual attributes to

their kitchens, Crawford ex-
plained. "Over the past 40 years,
most of the attention in design
has been paid almost exclusively
to the way things look rather
than to the way they feel."

That has changed with the ar-
rival of sensual kitchen decor
choices such as the latest "must
feel" surface to hit the countertop
industry -- Elements by Durcon.

"Ultra-smooth to the touch
and slick, Elements is probably
the most seductive, sensual sur-
faces available for most discern-
ing kitchen lovers out there," said
Mark Hanna, President Leeza
Distribution Inc., one of North
America's leading distributors of
premium countertops such as El-
ements by Durcon.

Molded from a blend of fine
quartz, epoxy resin, and recycled
glass, Elements is solid, non-
porous, never requires sealing,
and is homogenous in consistency.
Its unique manufacturing process
produces an incredibly durable
and silky smooth countertop sur-
face.

Renowned for its unique ultra-
smooth finish, Elements has def-
initely become the countertop of
choice for designers and discern-
ing homeowners seeking more
sensual options for their kitchen
countertop surfaces.

"Elements' distinct 'hot silk'
finish is what makes its counter-
tops so unique," said Nancy Soc-

cio, designer of Dolce Design.
"You just can't help to touch and

feel these countertops. They're in-
credibly smooth and add a nice

touch of sensuality to the
kitchen." 
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INSULATION SERVICE
CLARK FAIRLEY                              RON FAIRLEY

Charleston, IL 61920
Phone 217-348-1820 or 345-3889 • Cell 217-508-8095 • Fax 217-348-6637

Servicing Central Illinois Since 1974
Call us for all your insulation needs.
Featuring Owens Corning & Certainteed Fiberglass
• Fiberglass Batts
• Blown Fiberglass
• Urethane Spray Foam
• Foamalation (Combination Batts & Foam)

Best Insulation System by Far!!
Also. . .
• Fireproofing-Water Line Insulation

Let a professional help you.
Three Basic Purposes of Insulation:

1. Keep Heat In  2. Keep Heat Out 3. Reduce Noise

Home design trends: Sensual kitchen spaces

The Home of Quality, Competitive Prices & Professional Service

FEATURING:
• Kitchen Cabinets (Custom & Stock)

• Formica Counter Tops 
(5 Colors in Stock)

• Corian Solid Surface Counter Tops

• Quartz & Granite Tops
• Pearl Whirlpool Tubs
• Bain Ultra Baths
• Vanity Cabinets

Voted 
People’s
Choice in
Cabinets

Corner of S. Rt. 45 & Airport Rd. • Effingham
Hours: 8-5 Mon-Fri • 8-Noon Sat • Closed Sat on Holiday Weekends

217-342-9552 • www.mettescabinetcorner.com

(MS) -- Homeowners are in-
creasingly hands-on when it
comes to improving their homes.
While it was once commonplace
to call a contractor to do house-
hold repairs and renovations,
nowadays more and more home-
owners act as their own handy-
man.

Though often more affordable
and rewarding, it is also more
risky for homeowners to tackle
projects themselves. Accidents
are more likely to occur when a
weekend warrior rather than a
trained professional does the
work. To help do-it-yourselfers
work safely, Woodcraft offers the
following tips.
Be Prepared

Even the most seasoned DIY-

ers get hurt from time to time,
but being prepared for an unex-
pected accident is the key to
avoiding a tragedy.

"A fully-stocked first aid kit is
a must for every homeowner and
DIYer," says home expert Danny
Lipford who is host of the nation-
ally-syndicated TV show, Today's
Homeowner, and radio show,
Homefront.

"Always have it handy wher-
ever you're working. You'll be sur-
prised at how often you'll need it.
Plus, periodically check the kit
and restock those items that are
getting low."

It is also important to have a
charged, portable or cellular
phone within arm's reach at all
times. While it's best to work with
a partner, that's not always possi-
ble. Earlier this year, a Connecti-
cut man's arm got stuck while he
was mending a boiler. Trapped for
two days, he eventually cut off his
arm to save himself. Access to a
phone might have saved his arm.
Select User-Friendly Products 

Inexperienced amateurs often
struggle because they choose the

wrong tools or risk injury by
using unfamiliar tools.

"The right tools make a job so
much easier," Lipford adds. "Plus,
they're safer to use because if
you're using a tool not intended
for the task, you increase your
risk of injury. If you don't own the
tool, consider renting it, particu-
larly if it's relatively expensive
and you plan to use it infre-
quently."   

Choose easy-to-use products
that promote safety, such as the
Youngstown Glove Company's
Anti Vibration Glove. The glove
dampens shock and vibration,
making it ideal for use with
medium-to-large motorized tools,
including chainsaws, weed eaters,
edge trimmers, and more. With a
unique wrist wrap designed to
provide support and relieve arm
tension, the glove ensures that
homeowners won't weaken dur-
ing a project. What's more, the ex-
tensive nonslip reinforcement on
palm, fingers and thumb provides
added grip to reduce the risk of
injury, and the terry cloth thumb
for wiping sweat and debris keeps

workers focused.
The Kreg Deck Jig System of-

fers an easy, safe way to create a
beautiful, functional deck surface
free of exposed fasteners and
painful splinters. The jig's easy
grip handle provides a secure
hold and total control over every
joint as the jig creates an incred-
ibly strong wood-to-wood bond
using precisely placed self-tap-
ping screws. Three separate drill
guides enable the deck builder to
work like a pro to install deck
boards, even in the hardest-to-
reach areas.
Finish Without A Mishap

Many home improvement ac-
cidents occur when it appears a
project is completed.

As homeowners confidently
step back and admire their hand-
iwork or resolve to clean up later,
the risk of an accident increases.
To be safe, step carefully and im-
mediately put your work area in
order, making sure tools are
turned off.

(MS) -- Nobody enjoys gutter
cleaning. Yet it's much more im-
portant than many homeowners
think. Rain flowing over windows,
doors, and siding can rot fascia as
well as door and window framing.
It can erode the soil around your
home and damage its foundation,
and also cause a wet basement,
mold, and mildew. To help keep
gutters operating properly and to
protect your investment, try these
tips:

1.Think Safety First. Alwaysuse a solid, quality ladder
to reach your gutters. Safety
glasses and gloves are a good idea,
too. And watch out for power lines.

2.Use the Right Tools for theJob. In addition to needing
something to contain gutter de-
bris, you'll also need a tool to scoop
it out. 

3.Don't Over-reach. Over-reaching can destabilize
your ladder and cause you to fall.
Instead, consider using a special
tool to extend your reach. 

4.Check the Downspouts,Too. If the spout is clogged,
a coat hanger can help get the de-
bris out of the spout. Then, use a
garden hose to flush out any re-
maining debris. For stubborn
clogs, it may be necessary to re-
move the downspout and back
flush it with the hose. 

5.Clean Gutters AnytimeThey Need It. Most home-
owners know they need to clean
their gutters in the fall. But once
you understand the importance of
gutters, you'll know why its vital
to clean them out anytime they
get full. To protect the value of
your home, keep your gutters
clean throughout the year.
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400 Richmond Ave

Mattoon, IL 61938

Ph. 217-234-2649

Fax 217-234-2641

www.cooleyshvacr.comCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

� HEATING � PLUMBING � AIR CONDITIONING � SHEET METAL FABRICATION

� COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Indoor Air Quality Specialists

Do you know
what’s included

in your fall
furnace check?

Call Cooley’s for
a complete 24
point tune up.

Do you know
what’s included

in your fall
furnace check?

Call Cooley’s for
a complete 24
point tune up.

Don’t let money 
get in the way of

home improvements
Please call and talk to 

one of our loan officers for 
fast approvals

for your loan needs.

Serving you in two locations
800  W. Lincoln • Charleston • 217-348-8105
200 N. Morgan • Shelbyville • 217-774-3322

w w w . 1 s t f e d c i . c o m

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Each depositor insured to $100,000

E.O.E

Make Gutter
Cleaning Safer

Tips To Make Home Improvements Safer And Easier

Danny Lipford television show
host and home improvement ex-
pert, notes that user-friendly
tools, such as the Kreg Deck Jig
System, make home improve-
ment projects safer and easier.

http://tinyurl.com/2fz7h2c
http://www.cooleyshvacr.com
http://www.1stfedci.com


Ask any homeowner and he or
she is bound to have a to-do list of
little chores around the house
that need to get done. These tasks
are made much easier with the
right tools.

Depending on individual skill
level, many homeowners al-
ready have basic tools on
hand, such as hammers
and screwdrivers.
Others may have a
more extensive col-
lection of tools
available for proj-
ects, such as saws,
sanders and electric
drills. 

For homeowners who don't
have certain tools, there may
be no need to purchase new
ones for specific projects. Many
tools can be rented, such as floor
sanders, carpet cleaners, saws

and others. Find out if items can
be borrowed from friends or fam-
ily members -- and whether they
might want to help with certain
tasks.

Before any proj-
ect is

started,
home-
own-

e r s
s h o u l d

take inventory
of what they have

and what they will need
to complete a project. Tak-

ing shortcuts can lead to frus-
tration and more money spent
fixing mistakes. Make a list and
have all of the gear available and
ready for use.

Here are some common proj-
ects and the tools that will be
needed.

* Gutter cleaning: Cooler
weather means leaves and debris
will collect in gutters and down-
spouts. A sturdy ladder, gloves,
garden hose, small shovel, and

bucket will be needed to clear out
the debris. Be sure the ladder is
placed so that it is on level
ground.

* Cleaning siding: A rented
power washer can make quick
work of cleaning grimy siding and
hard-to-reach windows.

* Landscape clean-up: Now
may be the time to pull out whith-
ered plants and put away lawn
furniture. Many homeowners like
to prune shrubs and trees before
the cold weather sets in. A hedge
trimmer can quickly shape
shrubbery. An auger can help
dig up dead annuals and clean
out planting beds. Rent a wood
chipper to make mulch out of
fallen tree branches.

* Painting: When cooler
weather arrives, homeowners
tend to look inside for projects.
Painting is a popular way to
spruce up rooms with little finan-
cial investment. Rollers, brushes,
paint trays, masking tape, edgers,
and drop cloths will be needed for
the task.

* Flooring: Perhaps installing
a new floor is on the to-do list.
Many laminate and vinyl prod-
ucts make it easy for homeowners
to do the work themselves. A
more extensive project, such as
installation of tile or hardwood,
can be done by a contractor. Floor-
ing needs may require a power
saw or razor for cutting the floor-
ing -- depending on the material.
Other tools include adhesive,
spacers, measuring tape, knee
pads, eye protection, and clean-up
materials.
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BASHAM’S ELECTRIC SERVICE
We Sell The Best and Service The Rest

Residential & Commercial • Licensed, Bonded & Insured

New Construction • Additions & Remodeling
Wiring • Farm Service • Geo Thermal Sales & Service

217-259-9774Richard & Doug Basham Mattoon, IL
SINCE 1965

ADVANTAGE
TREE SERVICE & LAWN CARE

• Tree/Stump Removal • Seeding
• Trimming • Topping • Fertilizing

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates

234-TREE
Mattoon

345-TREE
Charleston

Michael Hash, Owner
549-4213

CARPET CLEANING
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

SCOTT CLAYPOOL
Mattoon 217-234-7222

Toll Free 800-252-6372
Charleston 217-345-5500

EMERGENCY WATER DAMAGE
STRUCTURAL DRYING

Call “Us” On The Carpet®

SINCE 1975

ClaypoolClaypool

. . . the look of stone

for a fraction 

of the cost . . .

129 East State Route 133
Arthur, IL 61911

(217) 543-2143

213 N. 33rd
Mattoon, IL

217-235-3039
Toll Free: 877-235-3039

Fax: 217-234-9400

Call for
Appointment

Use the Right Tools for Autumn To-Do Lists
Homeowners who have spent

many years in one home likely
raised a family and shared many
memories inside of those walls.
When the kids grow and move on
it can be somewhat bittersweet.
Being left with vacated rooms --
especially ones still decked out in
children's decor -- can cause the
house to feel more empty than it
has to be. Now is the time to turn
those empty rooms into adult
spaces.

Homeowners shouldn't feel
guilty about taking down band
posters and packing away Little
League baseball caps. Chances
are the children made good use of
their rooms and now it's time for
the adults to reclaim the spaces
for their very own. 

There are easy ways to turn
children's bedrooms into spaces
adults can enjoy. With a few fixes,
the room can be a man's space, a
woman's retreat, or a room both
can enjoy.

Because the room will reflect
the adult homeowners' interests,
it should be designed with their
needs in mind. Comfortable fur-
niture and items that please the
residents should be incorporated. 

Lighting should be used to set
the mood. If the room will be used
for television watching, have dim-
mer switches so that the bright-
ness can be tuned down. For
reading or office work, have over-

head lights and task lighting,
such as a desk lamp.

For the "man cave" the room
can reflect interests, such as
sports or fishing, but be decorated
in a subtle way to complement
the rest of the home's decor. For
example, if a guy likes a sports
team, he can paint the walls in a
subdued shade of the team colors
instead of hanging pennants or

player jerseys on the walls.
Homeowners should remem-

ber to include extra seating and
space so that they can entertain
friends or family in their newly
adapted specialized rooms. A
table for snacks or even a small
refrigerator hidden within a deco-
rative piece of furniture can keep
snacks and beverages available.
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SCHROCK BUILDERS

350N CR 200E • Arthur, IL 61911

100% Satisfaction - Insured 

Over 25 Years 
Combined Experience

Locally Owned 
and Operated

• Gutters  (All Colors)    
• Decks • Tear Offs 
• Pole Barns • Siding - Soffit 

• New Roofs • Re-roofs 
Roofers Lic. No. 104-014137

“Professional, Prompt and Reliable Service at an Affordable Price!”

Owen Schrock
217-543-2977
Cell 519-2638

Reuben Chupp
217-543-2707
Cell 519-0130

Converting That Empty Nest

Once the kids have left home for good, homeowners often look to
convert rooms once devoted to the kids into something more in tune
with the needs of an adult.

Did You Know?
While many in North America

are aware of home price, some
might be surprised to learn just
how expensive the continent's
most expensive homes are. Ac-
cording to Forbes.com, the most
expensive home in North America
is in the ritzy resort town of
Bridgehampton, NY, which is
home to a 25,000 square-foot
home valued at $75 million. The
property includes 60 acres of wa-
terfront farmland as well as a
U.S. Golf Association-rated golf
course. To get to the second most
expensive home in North Amer-
ica, one need not travel very far
from No. 1. The $70 million
triplex penthouse at the Pierre in
NYC encompasses the hotel's top

three floors and boasts double re-
ception rooms and a paneled li-
brary. For those who can't afford
the whole thing, the property is
also available in two parts, at $11
million and $59 million. The third
most expensive property is on the
West Coast. Located in Malibu,
Calif., No. 3 on the list is a $65
million gated compound on a pri-
vate bluff that covers 7 acres of
land. Lake Tahoe is home to the
fourth most expensive North
American property. Valued at $60
million, Sierra Star in Nevada's
Incline Village is only 10 years
old but includes an 11,000
square-foot main home and two
large guesthouses, for a total of
18 bedrooms.

Sales & Service Installation Available

We
st Pra

irie Hearths

home is where the he
arth

is

Save up to $2,500Save up to $2,500

West Prairie Hearths
@ Yoder Gazebos

1 Mile South of Arthur, IL

217-543-3624

For a limited time, save up to $1,000
off the MSRP of select in-stock 
Central Boiler outdoor furnace mod-
els and ThermoPEX insulated piping
at participating dealers only. Instant
rebate applied towards the purchase
with the dealer’s participation. Sav-
ings shown is on an E-Classic model.
See dealer for details. For more infor-
mation about $2,500 tax credit,
please consult your tax planner and
review all IRS guidelines. Central
Boiler is not a tax advisor.

http://tinyurl.com/25letq8
http://tinyurl.com/2ej3hf3


Many homeowners think an
outdoor living space is one that
can only be used during the
warm-weather months. However,
if done right, individuals can
enjoy outdoor rooms for much of
the year.

Creating a comfortable, inti-
mate and private outdoor space
offers a spot to which a person
can retire after a long day -- es-
pecially a person who enjoys the
delights of Mother Nature. Out-
door rooms can be customized de-
pending on the space one has,
meaning homeowners or renters
with any size yard or patio area
can enjoy an outdoor room.

Starting the project first re-
quires determining where the
outdoor space will be situated.
Most people prefer to keep it
close to the house for easy access.
It's also important to consider
how many seasons will be en-
joyed outdoors. This will deter-
mine the accessories needed. For
example, those who want to
stretch outdoor living into the
late autumn may want to invest
in a chiminea or outdoor fireplace
to provide a focal point and warm
place to converge when the
weather is brisk. Those who only
desire a summer area may want
an arbor or pergola to keep the
area cooler when the sun is
scorching.

Keep in mind that this area of

the outdoors should be private;
otherwise it probably won't be
used much. Plants, trellis, garden
structures, and other elements
can help to keep the area blocked
off from prying eyes. Bamboo is a
fast-growing grass that will make
an effective privacy screen.

Next, consider plants that pro-
vide aesthetic appeal. If the out-
door room will be used for three
seasons, use a variety of plants

that will ensure blooms all year
long. Consider plants that will
feed wildlife and attract butter-
flies and birds. Greenery tends to
create a relaxing space. Don't for-
get a few evergreen shrubs or
trees if the space will be enjoyed
past the summer.

Think about comfortable fur-
niture to add to the space. Stores
sell so many different varieties of
outdoor furniture, from tradi-

tional patio sets to chaises and
sofas that rival ones that would
normally be found indoors. Acces-
sorize as one would inside,
adding side tables, throw pillows
(in weather-resistant fabrics) and
ottomans. The goal is comfort and
convenience.

Don't forget lighting. While
there's bound to be plenty of sun-
light during the day, individuals
who want to sit outdoors at night

should think about wired or solar
lighting. Candles or a fire in a fire
pit also can provide ample illumi-
nation.

Homeowners going above and
beyond can shield the outdoor
room from the elements even fur-
ther by building a screened-in
outdoor space. This will help keep
bugs at bay and provide shelter if
it rains. Use curtains or shutters
to give the area a cozy appeal.
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How to Avoid Do-It-Yourself Project Injuries
Tough economic times call for

even tougher measures -- and for
many homeowners this means
getting hands-on with home im-
provement projects. Although
DIY projects can save money in
theory, they also may result in a
trip to the hospital if safety pre-
cautions aren't followed.

According to recent statistics,
85 percent of homeowners are
tackling projects around the
house rather than hiring outside
contractors. In this difficult econ-
omy, emergency rooms are seeing
an influx of people coming in with
injuries ranging from lacerations
to puncture wounds from nail
guns.

John and Jane Do-It-
Yourselfer has easy access to

home-improvement supplies and
tools at the local home center. He
or she also may be inspired by
any of the myriad shows on tele-
vision instructing individuals to
give renovations a try. However,
many homeowners are not
schooled in proper safety proce-
dures or do not know how to use
tools correctly. This is a recipe for
injury.

Common injuries include:
* falls from ladders or scaf-

folding
* hand and finger injuries --

including amputation -- from
power saws and grinder/sanders

* nail gun injuries; since 1991,
these injuries have increased by
200 percent

* eye injuries and breathing
difficulties

Homeowners should consider
the risks of improvements before
beginning. They should also take
precautions to do improvements
in the safest manner possible.

* Always read the manufac-

turers' safety information and
usage guidelines for any tools be-
fore the are put to use.

* Turn off electrical current to
rooms and outlets prior to doing
any electrical repairs.

* Wear proper safety equip-
ment, including goggles, dust
masks or respirators, boots, and
gloves.

* Store chemicals in a locked
cabinet or on a high shelf out of
reach of children and pets.

* Be cautious of power cords.
Always unplug tools and turn off
the switches when the item is not
in use.

* Do not climb past the top
rung of ladders. Do not use furni-
ture or stacked items as a ladder.

* Jobs such as electrical work,
roof work, gas projects, or major
plumbing issues are better left to
a skilled contractor.

* Make sure drill bits and saw
blades are sharp. Dull tools can
result in injuries.

* Keep fire extinguishers and

a good first aid kit readily avail-
able at all times.

There is no cost savings that
make risking a disability worth
it. If a project is beyond an indi-
vidual's scope of ability, hire a
professional instead.

HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm • Sat: 9am-1pm

Matt & Laura Morecraft

SERVICE SPECIALISTS AND PARTS FOR ANY BRAND
• Family owned/operated
• for two generations

•   Servicing Charleston
• and surrounding
• communities with 
• down-home courtesy  
• and respect.

217-348-5984
418 W. Lincoln Ave. • Charleston, IL 6120

Charleston Appliance Center
S a l e s  •  S e r v i c e  •  P a r t s

Chad Lowell, Owner midillinois@invisiblefence.com
217-254-9587 • Fax: 217-345-3353

sure of the water at the source.
This will help determine if the
problem lies outside of the home
or inside. 

Some water pressure issues
have easy fixes. Simply cleaning
the screen on faucets or shower-
heads can remove debris and im-
prove water flow. Purchasing
fixtures that do not additionally
restrict water flow can also alle-
viate the problem.

Individuals who live in rural
areas or at the end of city water
systems may want to consider
the addition of a water pressure
tank that will provide extra
water supply in high-demand
situations. While it won't im-
prove water pressure, it will al-
leviate water volume problems
when in need. A booster pump
installed on a system will actu-
ally increase water pressure by
several pounds. Homeowners
may have to contend with fluctu-
ating water pressure, but it may
be a small price to pay for extra
water pressure.

Some homes have various
valves installed in the plumbing
system so that a leak or problem
can be isolated and turned off.
However, the wrong types of
valves can impede water pres-
sure.

It can be well worth the ex-
pense to have a professional
plumber to investigate home
water pressure issues and rec-
ommend solutions. It may be
simpler than one thinks.

Water
from page 5

In this economy, homeowners
are watching every penny. Just
because money is tight doesn't
mean every renovation plan has
to be cast aside. Smaller projects
can revitalize a room without a
big investment.

Homeowners who don't have
much to spend still don't want to
compromise quality with smaller
improvements. Therefore, they're
often thinking of big appeal, al-
beit on a smaller scale. 

To get started, homeowners
should look at the rooms they use
the most and begin there. What's
the point of starting in a guest
room or renovating the basement
if it's rarely used? Put available
funds to work on the rooms that
get seen.

For example, the kitchen is a
popular room in many homes. If
budget doesn't allow for a rehaul
of appliances or cabinetry, think
about less expensive ways to mod-
ify the space. A new faucet can
give the room a different look, as
can replacing cabinet hardware
and hinges. Revitalize the ap-
pearance of the room with new
flooring, such as laminate that
mimics the look of stone, wood or

other natural surfaces. Change
the accessories in a china hutch
or hang some different artwork
for an instant change.

Bathroom makeovers are
often high on the list of improve-
ments. But many improvements
can be budget-busters. Think
about improvements that change
what is disliked. Maybe outdated
wallpaper can be removed and re-
placed with paint. Clean up the
grout around a bathtub by redo-
ing to freshen the room. Go with a
new color scheme achieved by re-
placing the old linens, bath mat
and shower curtain.

Living room re-dos can be
achieved with some accessory
changes and perhaps a new piece
of furniture. Change a glass coffee
table for an earthy leather ot-
toman that can also store toys or
throw pillows. A simple swap of
window treatments can dramati-
cally change the look of the room.
If seating has seen better days --
but a new set is not an option --
form-fitted slipcovers are a quick,
and generally low-cost, fix.

Kids' rooms often can be im-
proved with some much-needed
storage space. Clear up clutter

from the floor by installing a
closet organizing system, which
can hang clothes within reach for
children. Older children may ap-
preciate a room that reflects their
maturity. Now is the time to
change princess prints for bolder
graphics or dump trucks for so-
phistication. All it often takes is a
little paint and some new bed
linens to achieve the look.

For a dramatic change in a
home with hardwood floors being
hidden by carpeting, take the
weekend to pull up the carpeting
and reveal the floors beneath. A
little sanding and resealing is
often all it takes to bring out the
beauty of the wood. And that will
instantly provide value while in-
creasing aesthetic appeal.

Another simple and very inex-
pensive way to renovate a home is
to reduce. By removing clutter
and items that are simply collect-
ing dust, homeowners can
breathe new life into spaces. Re-
arranging furniture is also an-
other option.  
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Do-It Yourself
Homeowners

• Floor Sanders 
and Buffers

• Pressure Washers
• Paint Sprayers
• Sewer Augers
• Power and Hand 

Tools
• And More!

Landscapers
and Gardeners

• Tillers and Edgers
• Trenchers
• Posthole Augers
• Mowers and 

Dethatchers
• Grass Seeders
• And More!

Contracters
and Carpenters
• Tile Wet Saws
• Air Powered Nailers
• Small Backhoe
• Bucket Boom Lift
• Concrete and  

Floor Equipment
• And More!

Charleston

START RIGHT. START HERE.SM

Here we Grow Again! We are
Proud to Announce we have

520 W. Lincoln, Charleston, IL

Store Hours
Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-6pm

Sunday 8am-6pm

348-1835
(Old Wal-Mart Building)

www.charlestontruevalue.com

For All Your Home Improvement Project Needs!

Help Support Our 
Local Animal Shelter!*

And Kiss Gutter
Cleaning Good-bye...

With

Danlee Company
Serving East Central Illinois for Over 14 years.

217-234-4543 or 1-888-881-3569

15% OFF +
Senior Citizens

Discount!

Why risk an expensive injury
climbing ladders?

Only Gutter Buddy can:
Block out Maple seeds, pine needles etc.

Eliminating Overruning Gutters
Guarantee your gutters will

NEVER CLOG AGAIN!
Fits new and existing gutters!

Gutter Repair Also!

*Danlee Company will donate 5% of cover sales to CCAS Oct 13 to Oct 31.

FALL SALE

Small Projects Add Up to Big Appeal

Why Do Windows Sweat?
When cooler weather arrives,

homeowners often face a trouble-
some condition. Condensation
forms on windows and can be a
nuisance or even cause damage to
the surrounding trim. There are
reasons why sweating windows
occur. Knowing the causes is the
key to fixing the situation.

When air gets warm it ex-
pands and is able to absorb water.
When the air cools, eventually it
gets to the point where the water
is released in the form of conden-
sation. As a result, when warm,
moist air from inside the home
comes in contact with cold win-
dows, it releases the condensation
on the windows. The opposite can
occur in the warmer months,
when outdoor air condenses on
windows because of an air-condi-
tioned interior.

There are many activities that
put moisture in the air, including
breathing, showering and cook-
ing. Removing excess moisture
from the home can help reduce
condensation and window sweat-
ing. 

* Be sure that windowless
bathrooms have an exhaust vent
that will vent air outdoors. Bath-
room doors also should have
enough of a gap on the bottom of
the door to let air inside the bath-
room.

* Gas appliances, such as fire-
places, should be properly vented.

* Opt for cooking methods that
do not produce steam.

* Lower the thermostat so that
the home is cooler, ideally be-
tween 62 to 68 degrees F.

* Check if the clothes dryer is
properly vented outdoors. 

* Consider running a dehu-
midifier if moisture is a problem
not easily remedied.

* Think about replacement
windows. Insulated windows that
feature double or triple panes will
be more insulated, preventing the
warm air in the home from meet-
ing the cold air of outdoors. Also
avoid metal  window frames, as
such frames tend to conduct the
cold and can further exacerbate
sweating issues.

http://www.charlestontruevalue.com
http://www.jg-tc.com/app/special/shopsmart/danlee/


(MS) -- If your asphalt shin-
gles are curling or your wooden
cedar shake shingles have rotted
out, it's time to look for a new
roof. This major home improve-
ment investment requires re-
search and an understanding of
roofing material options to make
the best selection for your home.

"There's only one type of roof I
know of that is backed by a 50-
year warranty and helps you save
on homeowner's insurance, and
that's synthetic slate and shake
roofing tiles," says Mark Clement,
host of MyFixItUpLife.com radio
show and website. "My own home
is 100+ years old, so when it was
time to replace our shingles, I re-
searched every option available.

"The DaVinci slate roofing
tiles I installed look better than
natural slate tiles. The look is so
realistic that people pass by and
can't tell the difference between
them and real slate. They always
bet me that these are real slate
shingles. I come up a winner
every time with these eco-friendly
roofing tiles."

As Clement discovered, syn-
thetic roofing tiles have many ad-
vantages over asphalt shingles,
cement tiles and even real slate.
"I appreciate the thickness and
realistic look of the synthetic clas-
sic slate for our home's style, but
I could just have easily chosen the

Bellaforte snap-fit synthetic
slate," says Clement. "Both are
made from 100 percent pure
resins and have colors and pig-
ments infused throughout each
tile. The idea that I could get a
custom color to match my exterior
really got my attention."

While the professional con-
tractor chose to install synthetic
slate tiles, the cedar shake style
also caught his attention. "Test-
ing shows that DaVinci shake
roofing tiles last two to four times
longer than real cedar shakes,"
says Clement. "They offer supe-
rior impact performance and
maintain fire resistance over the
entire product life cycle as op-
posed to their wood counterparts.
Given that type of protection for
the home, I can't see why anyone
would select a real wood product
that is subject to damaging
weather conditions, insects and
rot."

The recyclable synthetic roof-
ing tiles are environmentally-
friendly and can be requested in
EcoBlend colors that actually
help make the home more energy
efficient. The award-winning
EcoBlend products have been
rated by the Cool Roof Rating
Council (CRRC) to reflect sun-
light and heat away from the
home.
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Invest in Your Roof

Contractor Mark Clement installs synthetic slate roofing on his
100+ year old home.

Renters may feel they have
limited options when it comes to
making changes around their
apartment. In many cases, modi-
fications to the space are gov-
erned by what the landlord will
allow and what is stated in the
tenant's lease. Renters may be
able to make minor renovations
and changes to the space. This
can include patching and paint-
ing walls in a neutral color, or
white if the landlord prefers. If
the carpeting is in bad shape, it
may be able to be steam-cleaned
or replaced. The renter may do so
at his or her expense, or a portion
of the renovation may be covered
by the landlord. It is always ad-
viseable to consult with the land-
lord before beginning any project.
He or she may handle the repair
or change or set the ground rules
for modifications to the space. The
landlord also may have a set list
of contractors or repair persons
contracted to provide the work.
The changing of light fixtures
may be allowed, while removal of
walls, changing countertops or
cabinets, or other large-scale ren-
ovations are likely off limits. Ac-
cessorizing the space with bold
colors in draperies, furniture and
throw rugs can help personalize
an apartment where renovations
are limited.

Did You
Know?

Spic & Span
Diversified Services Inc

Commercial & Residential Carpet & Janitorial Cleaning
Tile Cleaning, Stripping & Waxing

$5.00 off carpet cleaning!

�

�

�

�
720 N 33rd • Mattoon • 217-235-5975 • 217-348-5975

$5.00 off carpet cleaning!
Over 15 Years Experience

NEW!

3125 18th St • Charleston IL 
217-345-9451

We offer Quality Service, good prices
5' residential, 6" commerical, all

work guaranteed leave shelter covers

Free estimates 
Heavy Gauge Alumium

Since 1985
Call Jerry Brimner

Never Clean
Gutters Again!
Never Clean

Gutters Again!

Homes that were built prior to
1978 may have the presence of
lead. Homeowners thinking about
home improvement renovations
may want to consider taking
extra safety precautions to pre-
vent lead contamination.

Consumption of lead can re-
sult in many health problems, af-
fecting the nervous system and
kidneys and possibly interfering
with fertility and reproduction.
High doses of lead can cause men-
tal retardation, behavior prob-
lems, brain damage, and even
death.

Older homes may contain a
good deal of lead. Lead used to be
added to paint to make the prod-
uct last longer and flow easier.
Water pipes used to be made from
lead, as was the solder used to
connect the pipes. Lead may even
be in the soil surrounding the
home.

Because of the dangers lead
presents, many homeowners are
interested in retrofitting their
homes to remove traces of old
lead, or at least prevent future
contamination. Homeowners who
are just doing minor renovations
may actually stir up lead and in-
troduce it into the environment.
That is why caution must be
taken with older homes.

Whether one is hiring a con-
tractor for renovations or doing
the work him- or herself, a lead-
safe manner should be followed.

* Cover entryways, venting,
ductwork, flooring and other

items in the room with an imper-
meable covering to prevent the
release of lead dust outside of the
work area.

* Use wet-scraping and wet-
sanding methods to minimize the
amount of dust generated that
could contain lead.

* Make sure tools, personnel
and other equipment are cleaned
before exiting the room so that
dust is not spread.

* Use containers to securely
store waste and debris so it can
safely be removed from the house.

* Follow applicable laws for
the proper disposal of lead-con-
taining materials.

* Use HEPA-equipped vacu-
ums to remove dust in a final
clean-up of the work area. Wash
down areas with water and an
all-purpose cleaner so that settled
dust is removed.

* Be sure all workers are
wearing appropriate safety equip-
ment, such as ventilators, masks,
gloves and eyewear for protec-
tion.

* Hire a lead professional to do
testing in the home to make sure
lead is not present. Consumers
can buy a do-it-yourself kit to test
for lead-based paints in their
homes. However, there may be
false test results. Therefore, hir-
ing a professional tester is the
best option.

* The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency requires that firms
performing renovation in pre-
1978 buildings use certified reno-

vators for lead-safe work. Indi-
viduals can become certified ren-
ovators by taking an eight-hour
training course from an EPA-ap-
proved training provider.

What You Should Know About
Lead-Based Paint

Lead-based paint is particu-
larly dangerous because older
paint can chip and deteriorate,
causing lead dust in the home.
Children may eat lead paint
chips, and residents may inhale
the dust.

Actions should be taken to
protect homeowners from lead-
based paints in older homes.

* Painted items, such as doors,
can be replaced. If a lot of debris
will be generated, consult a pro-
fessional.

* Covering up lead-based
paint is a short-term solution.
Sealants or gypsum wallboard
can cover the paint. However, the
old paint may continue to chip.
Painting over the old paint may
temporarily lock in the lead, but
once the new paint deteriorates,
lead dust may be released.

* Removal is the best option.
Professionals experienced in lead
paint removal can do it safely.
Homeowners should not try to re-
move a large area of lead-based
paint on their own.
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Your Complete Animal
Products Source

85 E CR. 250 N. • Arthur, IL 61911 • (217)543-2195

On 
SALE 

through 
October

15%

OFF all
Muck®

Boots

Full line of bag & bulk feeds
Grinding • Mixing

Delivery
Fencing Supplies

Animal Health
Baler Twine & Wire

Much More

Did You
Know? Renovate the Home in Lead-Safe Way

Painting is a temporary solution for dealing with lead in the home.

http://www.mattoonfurniture.com
http://tinyurl.com/27f5b8p
http://tinyurl.com/2edz8c6


(MS) -- If your asphalt shin-
gles are curling or your wooden
cedar shake shingles have rotted
out, it's time to look for a new
roof. This major home improve-
ment investment requires re-
search and an understanding of
roofing material options to make
the best selection for your home.

"There's only one type of roof I
know of that is backed by a 50-
year warranty and helps you save
on homeowner's insurance, and
that's synthetic slate and shake
roofing tiles," says Mark Clement,
host of MyFixItUpLife.com radio
show and website. "My own home
is 100+ years old, so when it was
time to replace our shingles, I re-
searched every option available.

"The DaVinci slate roofing
tiles I installed look better than
natural slate tiles. The look is so
realistic that people pass by and
can't tell the difference between
them and real slate. They always
bet me that these are real slate
shingles. I come up a winner
every time with these eco-friendly
roofing tiles."

As Clement discovered, syn-
thetic roofing tiles have many ad-
vantages over asphalt shingles,
cement tiles and even real slate.
"I appreciate the thickness and
realistic look of the synthetic clas-
sic slate for our home's style, but
I could just have easily chosen the

Bellaforte snap-fit synthetic
slate," says Clement. "Both are
made from 100 percent pure
resins and have colors and pig-
ments infused throughout each
tile. The idea that I could get a
custom color to match my exterior
really got my attention."

While the professional con-
tractor chose to install synthetic
slate tiles, the cedar shake style
also caught his attention. "Test-
ing shows that DaVinci shake
roofing tiles last two to four times
longer than real cedar shakes,"
says Clement. "They offer supe-
rior impact performance and
maintain fire resistance over the
entire product life cycle as op-
posed to their wood counterparts.
Given that type of protection for
the home, I can't see why anyone
would select a real wood product
that is subject to damaging
weather conditions, insects and
rot."

The recyclable synthetic roof-
ing tiles are environmentally-
friendly and can be requested in
EcoBlend colors that actually
help make the home more energy
efficient. The award-winning
EcoBlend products have been
rated by the Cool Roof Rating
Council (CRRC) to reflect sun-
light and heat away from the
home.
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Invest in Your Roof

Contractor Mark Clement installs synthetic slate roofing on his
100+ year old home.

Renters may feel they have
limited options when it comes to
making changes around their
apartment. In many cases, modi-
fications to the space are gov-
erned by what the landlord will
allow and what is stated in the
tenant's lease. Renters may be
able to make minor renovations
and changes to the space. This
can include patching and paint-
ing walls in a neutral color, or
white if the landlord prefers. If
the carpeting is in bad shape, it
may be able to be steam-cleaned
or replaced. The renter may do so
at his or her expense, or a portion
of the renovation may be covered
by the landlord. It is always ad-
viseable to consult with the land-
lord before beginning any project.
He or she may handle the repair
or change or set the ground rules
for modifications to the space. The
landlord also may have a set list
of contractors or repair persons
contracted to provide the work.
The changing of light fixtures
may be allowed, while removal of
walls, changing countertops or
cabinets, or other large-scale ren-
ovations are likely off limits. Ac-
cessorizing the space with bold
colors in draperies, furniture and
throw rugs can help personalize
an apartment where renovations
are limited.

Did You
Know?

Spic & Span
Diversified Services Inc

Commercial & Residential Carpet & Janitorial Cleaning
Tile Cleaning, Stripping & Waxing

$5.00 off carpet cleaning!

�

�

�

�
720 N 33rd • Mattoon • 217-235-5975 • 217-348-5975

$5.00 off carpet cleaning!
Over 15 Years Experience

NEW!

3125 18th St • Charleston IL 
217-345-9451

We offer Quality Service, good prices
5' residential, 6" commerical, all

work guaranteed leave shelter covers

Free estimates 
Heavy Gauge Alumium

Since 1985
Call Jerry Brimner

Never Clean
Gutters Again!
Never Clean

Gutters Again!

Homes that were built prior to
1978 may have the presence of
lead. Homeowners thinking about
home improvement renovations
may want to consider taking
extra safety precautions to pre-
vent lead contamination.

Consumption of lead can re-
sult in many health problems, af-
fecting the nervous system and
kidneys and possibly interfering
with fertility and reproduction.
High doses of lead can cause men-
tal retardation, behavior prob-
lems, brain damage, and even
death.

Older homes may contain a
good deal of lead. Lead used to be
added to paint to make the prod-
uct last longer and flow easier.
Water pipes used to be made from
lead, as was the solder used to
connect the pipes. Lead may even
be in the soil surrounding the
home.

Because of the dangers lead
presents, many homeowners are
interested in retrofitting their
homes to remove traces of old
lead, or at least prevent future
contamination. Homeowners who
are just doing minor renovations
may actually stir up lead and in-
troduce it into the environment.
That is why caution must be
taken with older homes.

Whether one is hiring a con-
tractor for renovations or doing
the work him- or herself, a lead-
safe manner should be followed.

* Cover entryways, venting,
ductwork, flooring and other

items in the room with an imper-
meable covering to prevent the
release of lead dust outside of the
work area.

* Use wet-scraping and wet-
sanding methods to minimize the
amount of dust generated that
could contain lead.

* Make sure tools, personnel
and other equipment are cleaned
before exiting the room so that
dust is not spread.

* Use containers to securely
store waste and debris so it can
safely be removed from the house.

* Follow applicable laws for
the proper disposal of lead-con-
taining materials.

* Use HEPA-equipped vacu-
ums to remove dust in a final
clean-up of the work area. Wash
down areas with water and an
all-purpose cleaner so that settled
dust is removed.

* Be sure all workers are
wearing appropriate safety equip-
ment, such as ventilators, masks,
gloves and eyewear for protec-
tion.

* Hire a lead professional to do
testing in the home to make sure
lead is not present. Consumers
can buy a do-it-yourself kit to test
for lead-based paints in their
homes. However, there may be
false test results. Therefore, hir-
ing a professional tester is the
best option.

* The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency requires that firms
performing renovation in pre-
1978 buildings use certified reno-

vators for lead-safe work. Indi-
viduals can become certified ren-
ovators by taking an eight-hour
training course from an EPA-ap-
proved training provider.

What You Should Know About
Lead-Based Paint

Lead-based paint is particu-
larly dangerous because older
paint can chip and deteriorate,
causing lead dust in the home.
Children may eat lead paint
chips, and residents may inhale
the dust.

Actions should be taken to
protect homeowners from lead-
based paints in older homes.

* Painted items, such as doors,
can be replaced. If a lot of debris
will be generated, consult a pro-
fessional.

* Covering up lead-based
paint is a short-term solution.
Sealants or gypsum wallboard
can cover the paint. However, the
old paint may continue to chip.
Painting over the old paint may
temporarily lock in the lead, but
once the new paint deteriorates,
lead dust may be released.

* Removal is the best option.
Professionals experienced in lead
paint removal can do it safely.
Homeowners should not try to re-
move a large area of lead-based
paint on their own.
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Your Complete Animal
Products Source

85 E CR. 250 N. • Arthur, IL 61911 • (217)543-2195

On 
SALE 

through 
October

15%

OFF all
Muck®

Boots

Full line of bag & bulk feeds
Grinding • Mixing

Delivery
Fencing Supplies

Animal Health
Baler Twine & Wire

Much More

Did You
Know? Renovate the Home in Lead-Safe Way

Painting is a temporary solution for dealing with lead in the home.

http://tinyurl.com/2awygmm
http://tinyurl.com/2acrymv


Many homeowners think an
outdoor living space is one that
can only be used during the
warm-weather months. However,
if done right, individuals can
enjoy outdoor rooms for much of
the year.

Creating a comfortable, inti-
mate and private outdoor space
offers a spot to which a person
can retire after a long day -- es-
pecially a person who enjoys the
delights of Mother Nature. Out-
door rooms can be customized de-
pending on the space one has,
meaning homeowners or renters
with any size yard or patio area
can enjoy an outdoor room.

Starting the project first re-
quires determining where the
outdoor space will be situated.
Most people prefer to keep it
close to the house for easy access.
It's also important to consider
how many seasons will be en-
joyed outdoors. This will deter-
mine the accessories needed. For
example, those who want to
stretch outdoor living into the
late autumn may want to invest
in a chiminea or outdoor fireplace
to provide a focal point and warm
place to converge when the
weather is brisk. Those who only
desire a summer area may want
an arbor or pergola to keep the
area cooler when the sun is
scorching.

Keep in mind that this area of

the outdoors should be private;
otherwise it probably won't be
used much. Plants, trellis, garden
structures, and other elements
can help to keep the area blocked
off from prying eyes. Bamboo is a
fast-growing grass that will make
an effective privacy screen.

Next, consider plants that pro-
vide aesthetic appeal. If the out-
door room will be used for three
seasons, use a variety of plants

that will ensure blooms all year
long. Consider plants that will
feed wildlife and attract butter-
flies and birds. Greenery tends to
create a relaxing space. Don't for-
get a few evergreen shrubs or
trees if the space will be enjoyed
past the summer.

Think about comfortable fur-
niture to add to the space. Stores
sell so many different varieties of
outdoor furniture, from tradi-

tional patio sets to chaises and
sofas that rival ones that would
normally be found indoors. Acces-
sorize as one would inside,
adding side tables, throw pillows
(in weather-resistant fabrics) and
ottomans. The goal is comfort and
convenience.

Don't forget lighting. While
there's bound to be plenty of sun-
light during the day, individuals
who want to sit outdoors at night

should think about wired or solar
lighting. Candles or a fire in a fire
pit also can provide ample illumi-
nation.

Homeowners going above and
beyond can shield the outdoor
room from the elements even fur-
ther by building a screened-in
outdoor space. This will help keep
bugs at bay and provide shelter if
it rains. Use curtains or shutters
to give the area a cozy appeal.
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Create an Outdoor Living Space That Will Get Good Use

How to Avoid Do-It-Yourself Project Injuries
Tough economic times call for

even tougher measures -- and for
many homeowners this means
getting hands-on with home im-
provement projects. Although
DIY projects can save money in
theory, they also may result in a
trip to the hospital if safety pre-
cautions aren't followed.

According to recent statistics,
85 percent of homeowners are
tackling projects around the
house rather than hiring outside
contractors. In this difficult econ-
omy, emergency rooms are seeing
an influx of people coming in with
injuries ranging from lacerations
to puncture wounds from nail
guns.

John and Jane Do-It-
Yourselfer has easy access to

home-improvement supplies and
tools at the local home center. He
or she also may be inspired by
any of the myriad shows on tele-
vision instructing individuals to
give renovations a try. However,
many homeowners are not
schooled in proper safety proce-
dures or do not know how to use
tools correctly. This is a recipe for
injury.

Common injuries include:
* falls from ladders or scaf-

folding
* hand and finger injuries --

including amputation -- from
power saws and grinder/sanders

* nail gun injuries; since 1991,
these injuries have increased by
200 percent

* eye injuries and breathing
difficulties

Homeowners should consider
the risks of improvements before
beginning. They should also take
precautions to do improvements
in the safest manner possible.

* Always read the manufac-

turers' safety information and
usage guidelines for any tools be-
fore the are put to use.

* Turn off electrical current to
rooms and outlets prior to doing
any electrical repairs.

* Wear proper safety equip-
ment, including goggles, dust
masks or respirators, boots, and
gloves.

* Store chemicals in a locked
cabinet or on a high shelf out of
reach of children and pets.

* Be cautious of power cords.
Always unplug tools and turn off
the switches when the item is not
in use.

* Do not climb past the top
rung of ladders. Do not use furni-
ture or stacked items as a ladder.

* Jobs such as electrical work,
roof work, gas projects, or major
plumbing issues are better left to
a skilled contractor.

* Make sure drill bits and saw
blades are sharp. Dull tools can
result in injuries.

* Keep fire extinguishers and

a good first aid kit readily avail-
able at all times.

There is no cost savings that
make risking a disability worth
it. If a project is beyond an indi-
vidual's scope of ability, hire a
professional instead.

HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm • Sat: 9am-1pm

Matt & Laura Morecraft

SERVICE SPECIALISTS AND PARTS FOR ANY BRAND
• Family owned/operated
• for two generations

•   Servicing Charleston
• and surrounding
• communities with 
• down-home courtesy  
• and respect.

217-348-5984
418 W. Lincoln Ave. • Charleston, IL 6120

Charleston Appliance Center
S a l e s  •  S e r v i c e  •  P a r t s

Chad Lowell, Owner midillinois@invisiblefence.com
217-254-9587 • Fax: 217-345-3353

sure of the water at the source.
This will help determine if the
problem lies outside of the home
or inside. 

Some water pressure issues
have easy fixes. Simply cleaning
the screen on faucets or shower-
heads can remove debris and im-
prove water flow. Purchasing
fixtures that do not additionally
restrict water flow can also alle-
viate the problem.

Individuals who live in rural
areas or at the end of city water
systems may want to consider
the addition of a water pressure
tank that will provide extra
water supply in high-demand
situations. While it won't im-
prove water pressure, it will al-
leviate water volume problems
when in need. A booster pump
installed on a system will actu-
ally increase water pressure by
several pounds. Homeowners
may have to contend with fluctu-
ating water pressure, but it may
be a small price to pay for extra
water pressure.

Some homes have various
valves installed in the plumbing
system so that a leak or problem
can be isolated and turned off.
However, the wrong types of
valves can impede water pres-
sure.

It can be well worth the ex-
pense to have a professional
plumber to investigate home
water pressure issues and rec-
ommend solutions. It may be
simpler than one thinks.

Water
from page 5

In this economy, homeowners
are watching every penny. Just
because money is tight doesn't
mean every renovation plan has
to be cast aside. Smaller projects
can revitalize a room without a
big investment.

Homeowners who don't have
much to spend still don't want to
compromise quality with smaller
improvements. Therefore, they're
often thinking of big appeal, al-
beit on a smaller scale. 

To get started, homeowners
should look at the rooms they use
the most and begin there. What's
the point of starting in a guest
room or renovating the basement
if it's rarely used? Put available
funds to work on the rooms that
get seen.

For example, the kitchen is a
popular room in many homes. If
budget doesn't allow for a rehaul
of appliances or cabinetry, think
about less expensive ways to mod-
ify the space. A new faucet can
give the room a different look, as
can replacing cabinet hardware
and hinges. Revitalize the ap-
pearance of the room with new
flooring, such as laminate that
mimics the look of stone, wood or

other natural surfaces. Change
the accessories in a china hutch
or hang some different artwork
for an instant change.

Bathroom makeovers are
often high on the list of improve-
ments. But many improvements
can be budget-busters. Think
about improvements that change
what is disliked. Maybe outdated
wallpaper can be removed and re-
placed with paint. Clean up the
grout around a bathtub by redo-
ing to freshen the room. Go with a
new color scheme achieved by re-
placing the old linens, bath mat
and shower curtain.

Living room re-dos can be
achieved with some accessory
changes and perhaps a new piece
of furniture. Change a glass coffee
table for an earthy leather ot-
toman that can also store toys or
throw pillows. A simple swap of
window treatments can dramati-
cally change the look of the room.
If seating has seen better days --
but a new set is not an option --
form-fitted slipcovers are a quick,
and generally low-cost, fix.

Kids' rooms often can be im-
proved with some much-needed
storage space. Clear up clutter

from the floor by installing a
closet organizing system, which
can hang clothes within reach for
children. Older children may ap-
preciate a room that reflects their
maturity. Now is the time to
change princess prints for bolder
graphics or dump trucks for so-
phistication. All it often takes is a
little paint and some new bed
linens to achieve the look.

For a dramatic change in a
home with hardwood floors being
hidden by carpeting, take the
weekend to pull up the carpeting
and reveal the floors beneath. A
little sanding and resealing is
often all it takes to bring out the
beauty of the wood. And that will
instantly provide value while in-
creasing aesthetic appeal.

Another simple and very inex-
pensive way to renovate a home is
to reduce. By removing clutter
and items that are simply collect-
ing dust, homeowners can
breathe new life into spaces. Re-
arranging furniture is also an-
other option.  

F A L L  H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T OCTOBER 2010  — 9TIMES-COURIER/JOURNAL GAZETTE

Do-It Yourself
Homeowners

• Floor Sanders 
and Buffers

• Pressure Washers
• Paint Sprayers
• Sewer Augers
• Power and Hand 

Tools
• And More!

Landscapers
and Gardeners

• Tillers and Edgers
• Trenchers
• Posthole Augers
• Mowers and 

Dethatchers
• Grass Seeders
• And More!

Contracters
and Carpenters
• Tile Wet Saws
• Air Powered Nailers
• Small Backhoe
• Bucket Boom Lift
• Concrete and  

Floor Equipment
• And More!

Charleston

START RIGHT. START HERE.SM

Here we Grow Again! We are
Proud to Announce we have

520 W. Lincoln, Charleston, IL

Store Hours
Mon.-Sat. 6:30am-6pm

Sunday 8am-6pm

348-1835
(Old Wal-Mart Building)

www.charlestontruevalue.com

For All Your Home Improvement Project Needs!

Help Support Our 
Local Animal Shelter!*

And Kiss Gutter
Cleaning Good-bye...

With

Danlee Company
Serving East Central Illinois for Over 14 years.

217-234-4543 or 1-888-881-3569

15% OFF +
Senior Citizens

Discount!

Why risk an expensive injury
climbing ladders?

Only Gutter Buddy can:
Block out Maple seeds, pine needles etc.

Eliminating Overruning Gutters
Guarantee your gutters will

NEVER CLOG AGAIN!
Fits new and existing gutters!

Gutter Repair Also!

*Danlee Company will donate 5% of cover sales to CCAS Oct 13 to Oct 31.

FALL SALE

Small Projects Add Up to Big Appeal

Why Do Windows Sweat?
When cooler weather arrives,

homeowners often face a trouble-
some condition. Condensation
forms on windows and can be a
nuisance or even cause damage to
the surrounding trim. There are
reasons why sweating windows
occur. Knowing the causes is the
key to fixing the situation.

When air gets warm it ex-
pands and is able to absorb water.
When the air cools, eventually it
gets to the point where the water
is released in the form of conden-
sation. As a result, when warm,
moist air from inside the home
comes in contact with cold win-
dows, it releases the condensation
on the windows. The opposite can
occur in the warmer months,
when outdoor air condenses on
windows because of an air-condi-
tioned interior.

There are many activities that
put moisture in the air, including
breathing, showering and cook-
ing. Removing excess moisture
from the home can help reduce
condensation and window sweat-
ing. 

* Be sure that windowless
bathrooms have an exhaust vent
that will vent air outdoors. Bath-
room doors also should have
enough of a gap on the bottom of
the door to let air inside the bath-
room.

* Gas appliances, such as fire-
places, should be properly vented.

* Opt for cooking methods that
do not produce steam.

* Lower the thermostat so that
the home is cooler, ideally be-
tween 62 to 68 degrees F.

* Check if the clothes dryer is
properly vented outdoors. 

* Consider running a dehu-
midifier if moisture is a problem
not easily remedied.

* Think about replacement
windows. Insulated windows that
feature double or triple panes will
be more insulated, preventing the
warm air in the home from meet-
ing the cold air of outdoors. Also
avoid metal  window frames, as
such frames tend to conduct the
cold and can further exacerbate
sweating issues.

mailto:midillinois@invisiblefence.com
http://tinyurl.com/2dyxona


Ask any homeowner and he or
she is bound to have a to-do list of
little chores around the house
that need to get done. These tasks
are made much easier with the
right tools.

Depending on individual skill
level, many homeowners al-
ready have basic tools on
hand, such as hammers
and screwdrivers.
Others may have a
more extensive col-
lection of tools
available for proj-
ects, such as saws,
sanders and electric
drills. 

For homeowners who don't
have certain tools, there may
be no need to purchase new
ones for specific projects. Many
tools can be rented, such as floor
sanders, carpet cleaners, saws

and others. Find out if items can
be borrowed from friends or fam-
ily members -- and whether they
might want to help with certain
tasks.

Before any proj-
ect is

started,
home-
own-

e r s
s h o u l d

take inventory
of what they have

and what they will need
to complete a project. Tak-

ing shortcuts can lead to frus-
tration and more money spent
fixing mistakes. Make a list and
have all of the gear available and
ready for use.

Here are some common proj-
ects and the tools that will be
needed.

* Gutter cleaning: Cooler
weather means leaves and debris
will collect in gutters and down-
spouts. A sturdy ladder, gloves,
garden hose, small shovel, and

bucket will be needed to clear out
the debris. Be sure the ladder is
placed so that it is on level
ground.

* Cleaning siding: A rented
power washer can make quick
work of cleaning grimy siding and
hard-to-reach windows.

* Landscape clean-up: Now
may be the time to pull out whith-
ered plants and put away lawn
furniture. Many homeowners like
to prune shrubs and trees before
the cold weather sets in. A hedge
trimmer can quickly shape
shrubbery. An auger can help
dig up dead annuals and clean
out planting beds. Rent a wood
chipper to make mulch out of
fallen tree branches.

* Painting: When cooler
weather arrives, homeowners
tend to look inside for projects.
Painting is a popular way to
spruce up rooms with little finan-
cial investment. Rollers, brushes,
paint trays, masking tape, edgers,
and drop cloths will be needed for
the task.

* Flooring: Perhaps installing
a new floor is on the to-do list.
Many laminate and vinyl prod-
ucts make it easy for homeowners
to do the work themselves. A
more extensive project, such as
installation of tile or hardwood,
can be done by a contractor. Floor-
ing needs may require a power
saw or razor for cutting the floor-
ing -- depending on the material.
Other tools include adhesive,
spacers, measuring tape, knee
pads, eye protection, and clean-up
materials.
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BASHAM’S ELECTRIC SERVICE
We Sell The Best and Service The Rest

Residential & Commercial • Licensed, Bonded & Insured

New Construction • Additions & Remodeling
Wiring • Farm Service • Geo Thermal Sales & Service

217-259-9774Richard & Doug Basham Mattoon, IL
SINCE 1965

ADVANTAGE
TREE SERVICE & LAWN CARE

• Tree/Stump Removal • Seeding
• Trimming • Topping • Fertilizing

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates

234-TREE
Mattoon

345-TREE
Charleston

Michael Hash, Owner
549-4213

CARPET CLEANING
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

SCOTT CLAYPOOL
Mattoon 217-234-7222

Toll Free 800-252-6372
Charleston 217-345-5500

EMERGENCY WATER DAMAGE
STRUCTURAL DRYING

Call “Us” On The Carpet®

SINCE 1975

ClaypoolClaypool

. . . the look of stone

for a fraction 

of the cost . . .

129 East State Route 133
Arthur, IL 61911

(217) 543-2143

213 N. 33rd
Mattoon, IL

217-235-3039
Toll Free: 877-235-3039

Fax: 217-234-9400

Call for
Appointment

Use the Right Tools for Autumn To-Do Lists
Homeowners who have spent

many years in one home likely
raised a family and shared many
memories inside of those walls.
When the kids grow and move on
it can be somewhat bittersweet.
Being left with vacated rooms --
especially ones still decked out in
children's decor -- can cause the
house to feel more empty than it
has to be. Now is the time to turn
those empty rooms into adult
spaces.

Homeowners shouldn't feel
guilty about taking down band
posters and packing away Little
League baseball caps. Chances
are the children made good use of
their rooms and now it's time for
the adults to reclaim the spaces
for their very own. 

There are easy ways to turn
children's bedrooms into spaces
adults can enjoy. With a few fixes,
the room can be a man's space, a
woman's retreat, or a room both
can enjoy.

Because the room will reflect
the adult homeowners' interests,
it should be designed with their
needs in mind. Comfortable fur-
niture and items that please the
residents should be incorporated. 

Lighting should be used to set
the mood. If the room will be used
for television watching, have dim-
mer switches so that the bright-
ness can be tuned down. For
reading or office work, have over-

head lights and task lighting,
such as a desk lamp.

For the "man cave" the room
can reflect interests, such as
sports or fishing, but be decorated
in a subtle way to complement
the rest of the home's decor. For
example, if a guy likes a sports
team, he can paint the walls in a
subdued shade of the team colors
instead of hanging pennants or

player jerseys on the walls.
Homeowners should remem-

ber to include extra seating and
space so that they can entertain
friends or family in their newly
adapted specialized rooms. A
table for snacks or even a small
refrigerator hidden within a deco-
rative piece of furniture can keep
snacks and beverages available.
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SCHROCK BUILDERS

350N CR 200E • Arthur, IL 61911

100% Satisfaction - Insured 

Over 25 Years 
Combined Experience

Locally Owned 
and Operated

• Gutters  (All Colors)    
• Decks • Tear Offs 
• Pole Barns • Siding - Soffit 

• New Roofs • Re-roofs 
Roofers Lic. No. 104-014137

“Professional, Prompt and Reliable Service at an Affordable Price!”

Owen Schrock
217-543-2977
Cell 519-2638

Reuben Chupp
217-543-2707
Cell 519-0130

Converting That Empty Nest

Once the kids have left home for good, homeowners often look to
convert rooms once devoted to the kids into something more in tune
with the needs of an adult.

Did You Know?
While many in North America

are aware of home price, some
might be surprised to learn just
how expensive the continent's
most expensive homes are. Ac-
cording to Forbes.com, the most
expensive home in North America
is in the ritzy resort town of
Bridgehampton, NY, which is
home to a 25,000 square-foot
home valued at $75 million. The
property includes 60 acres of wa-
terfront farmland as well as a
U.S. Golf Association-rated golf
course. To get to the second most
expensive home in North Amer-
ica, one need not travel very far
from No. 1. The $70 million
triplex penthouse at the Pierre in
NYC encompasses the hotel's top

three floors and boasts double re-
ception rooms and a paneled li-
brary. For those who can't afford
the whole thing, the property is
also available in two parts, at $11
million and $59 million. The third
most expensive property is on the
West Coast. Located in Malibu,
Calif., No. 3 on the list is a $65
million gated compound on a pri-
vate bluff that covers 7 acres of
land. Lake Tahoe is home to the
fourth most expensive North
American property. Valued at $60
million, Sierra Star in Nevada's
Incline Village is only 10 years
old but includes an 11,000
square-foot main home and two
large guesthouses, for a total of
18 bedrooms.

Sales & Service Installation Available

We
st Pra

irie Hearths

home is where the he
arth

is

Save up to $2,500Save up to $2,500

West Prairie Hearths
@ Yoder Gazebos

1 Mile South of Arthur, IL

217-543-3624

For a limited time, save up to $1,000
off the MSRP of select in-stock 
Central Boiler outdoor furnace mod-
els and ThermoPEX insulated piping
at participating dealers only. Instant
rebate applied towards the purchase
with the dealer’s participation. Sav-
ings shown is on an E-Classic model.
See dealer for details. For more infor-
mation about $2,500 tax credit,
please consult your tax planner and
review all IRS guidelines. Central
Boiler is not a tax advisor.

http://tinyurl.com/25b6qym
http://tinyurl.com/285jo78


(MS) -- According to design ex-
perts, the latest hot trend in
kitchen decor is the use of differ-
ent textures, colors and surfaces
to create a sensual sanctuary that
engages all of our five senses --
sight, hearing, smell, taste, and
most of all touch.

In her book, "Sensual Home,"
Elle Decoration editor Ilse Craw-
ford explains this recent interior
design movement as creating pri-
vate havens with your decor to
soothe and enhance each of the
senses.

"As modern life threatens to
become increasingly standard-
ized, suburbanized, unnatural,
and uniformly lit, the home is, for
many of us, the last bastion of the
senses," she writes. This is why
she recommends we tune our
homes to involve all of our senses
and "restore the balance between
mind and body."

In fact, homeowners were al-
ready creating these sanctuaries
in other rooms of their homes,
like the master bedroom and
bathroom. Master bedrooms fea-
tured sensual silk bedding, cozy
comfort duvets, seductive colours
and lighting while master bath-
rooms hosted soothing sensuous
spa-like environments created to
relax and unwind from the out-
side world.

Up until recently, designers
and consumers did not afford
these same sensual attributes to

their kitchens, Crawford ex-
plained. "Over the past 40 years,
most of the attention in design
has been paid almost exclusively
to the way things look rather
than to the way they feel."

That has changed with the ar-
rival of sensual kitchen decor
choices such as the latest "must
feel" surface to hit the countertop
industry -- Elements by Durcon.

"Ultra-smooth to the touch
and slick, Elements is probably
the most seductive, sensual sur-
faces available for most discern-
ing kitchen lovers out there," said
Mark Hanna, President Leeza
Distribution Inc., one of North
America's leading distributors of
premium countertops such as El-
ements by Durcon.

Molded from a blend of fine
quartz, epoxy resin, and recycled
glass, Elements is solid, non-
porous, never requires sealing,
and is homogenous in consistency.
Its unique manufacturing process
produces an incredibly durable
and silky smooth countertop sur-
face.

Renowned for its unique ultra-
smooth finish, Elements has def-
initely become the countertop of
choice for designers and discern-
ing homeowners seeking more
sensual options for their kitchen
countertop surfaces.

"Elements' distinct 'hot silk'
finish is what makes its counter-
tops so unique," said Nancy Soc-

cio, designer of Dolce Design.
"You just can't help to touch and

feel these countertops. They're in-
credibly smooth and add a nice

touch of sensuality to the
kitchen." 
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INSULATION SERVICE
CLARK FAIRLEY                              RON FAIRLEY

Charleston, IL 61920
Phone 217-348-1820 or 345-3889 • Cell 217-508-8095 • Fax 217-348-6637

Servicing Central Illinois Since 1974
Call us for all your insulation needs.
Featuring Owens Corning & Certainteed Fiberglass
• Fiberglass Batts
• Blown Fiberglass
• Urethane Spray Foam
• Foamalation (Combination Batts & Foam)

Best Insulation System by Far!!
Also. . .
• Fireproofing-Water Line Insulation

Let a professional help you.
Three Basic Purposes of Insulation:

1. Keep Heat In  2. Keep Heat Out 3. Reduce Noise

Home design trends: Sensual kitchen spaces

The Home of Quality, Competitive Prices & Professional Service

FEATURING:
• Kitchen Cabinets (Custom & Stock)

• Formica Counter Tops 
(5 Colors in Stock)

• Corian Solid Surface Counter Tops

• Quartz & Granite Tops
• Pearl Whirlpool Tubs
• Bain Ultra Baths
• Vanity Cabinets

Voted 
People’s
Choice in
Cabinets

Corner of S. Rt. 45 & Airport Rd. • Effingham
Hours: 8-5 Mon-Fri • 8-Noon Sat • Closed Sat on Holiday Weekends

217-342-9552 • www.mettescabinetcorner.com

(MS) -- Homeowners are in-
creasingly hands-on when it
comes to improving their homes.
While it was once commonplace
to call a contractor to do house-
hold repairs and renovations,
nowadays more and more home-
owners act as their own handy-
man.

Though often more affordable
and rewarding, it is also more
risky for homeowners to tackle
projects themselves. Accidents
are more likely to occur when a
weekend warrior rather than a
trained professional does the
work. To help do-it-yourselfers
work safely, Woodcraft offers the
following tips.
Be Prepared

Even the most seasoned DIY-

ers get hurt from time to time,
but being prepared for an unex-
pected accident is the key to
avoiding a tragedy.

"A fully-stocked first aid kit is
a must for every homeowner and
DIYer," says home expert Danny
Lipford who is host of the nation-
ally-syndicated TV show, Today's
Homeowner, and radio show,
Homefront.

"Always have it handy wher-
ever you're working. You'll be sur-
prised at how often you'll need it.
Plus, periodically check the kit
and restock those items that are
getting low."

It is also important to have a
charged, portable or cellular
phone within arm's reach at all
times. While it's best to work with
a partner, that's not always possi-
ble. Earlier this year, a Connecti-
cut man's arm got stuck while he
was mending a boiler. Trapped for
two days, he eventually cut off his
arm to save himself. Access to a
phone might have saved his arm.
Select User-Friendly Products 

Inexperienced amateurs often
struggle because they choose the

wrong tools or risk injury by
using unfamiliar tools.

"The right tools make a job so
much easier," Lipford adds. "Plus,
they're safer to use because if
you're using a tool not intended
for the task, you increase your
risk of injury. If you don't own the
tool, consider renting it, particu-
larly if it's relatively expensive
and you plan to use it infre-
quently."   

Choose easy-to-use products
that promote safety, such as the
Youngstown Glove Company's
Anti Vibration Glove. The glove
dampens shock and vibration,
making it ideal for use with
medium-to-large motorized tools,
including chainsaws, weed eaters,
edge trimmers, and more. With a
unique wrist wrap designed to
provide support and relieve arm
tension, the glove ensures that
homeowners won't weaken dur-
ing a project. What's more, the ex-
tensive nonslip reinforcement on
palm, fingers and thumb provides
added grip to reduce the risk of
injury, and the terry cloth thumb
for wiping sweat and debris keeps

workers focused.
The Kreg Deck Jig System of-

fers an easy, safe way to create a
beautiful, functional deck surface
free of exposed fasteners and
painful splinters. The jig's easy
grip handle provides a secure
hold and total control over every
joint as the jig creates an incred-
ibly strong wood-to-wood bond
using precisely placed self-tap-
ping screws. Three separate drill
guides enable the deck builder to
work like a pro to install deck
boards, even in the hardest-to-
reach areas.
Finish Without A Mishap

Many home improvement ac-
cidents occur when it appears a
project is completed.

As homeowners confidently
step back and admire their hand-
iwork or resolve to clean up later,
the risk of an accident increases.
To be safe, step carefully and im-
mediately put your work area in
order, making sure tools are
turned off.

(MS) -- Nobody enjoys gutter
cleaning. Yet it's much more im-
portant than many homeowners
think. Rain flowing over windows,
doors, and siding can rot fascia as
well as door and window framing.
It can erode the soil around your
home and damage its foundation,
and also cause a wet basement,
mold, and mildew. To help keep
gutters operating properly and to
protect your investment, try these
tips:

1.Think Safety First. Alwaysuse a solid, quality ladder
to reach your gutters. Safety
glasses and gloves are a good idea,
too. And watch out for power lines.

2.Use the Right Tools for theJob. In addition to needing
something to contain gutter de-
bris, you'll also need a tool to scoop
it out. 

3.Don't Over-reach. Over-reaching can destabilize
your ladder and cause you to fall.
Instead, consider using a special
tool to extend your reach. 

4.Check the Downspouts,Too. If the spout is clogged,
a coat hanger can help get the de-
bris out of the spout. Then, use a
garden hose to flush out any re-
maining debris. For stubborn
clogs, it may be necessary to re-
move the downspout and back
flush it with the hose. 

5.Clean Gutters AnytimeThey Need It. Most home-
owners know they need to clean
their gutters in the fall. But once
you understand the importance of
gutters, you'll know why its vital
to clean them out anytime they
get full. To protect the value of
your home, keep your gutters
clean throughout the year.
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400 Richmond Ave

Mattoon, IL 61938

Ph. 217-234-2649

Fax 217-234-2641

www.cooleyshvacr.comCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

� HEATING � PLUMBING � AIR CONDITIONING � SHEET METAL FABRICATION

� COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Indoor Air Quality Specialists

Do you know
what’s included

in your fall
furnace check?

Call Cooley’s for
a complete 24
point tune up.

Do you know
what’s included

in your fall
furnace check?

Call Cooley’s for
a complete 24
point tune up.

Don’t let money 
get in the way of

home improvements
Please call and talk to 

one of our loan officers for 
fast approvals

for your loan needs.

Serving you in two locations
800  W. Lincoln • Charleston • 217-348-8105
200 N. Morgan • Shelbyville • 217-774-3322

w w w . 1 s t f e d c i . c o m

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Each depositor insured to $100,000

E.O.E

Make Gutter
Cleaning Safer

Tips To Make Home Improvements Safer And Easier

Danny Lipford television show
host and home improvement ex-
pert, notes that user-friendly
tools, such as the Kreg Deck Jig
System, make home improve-
ment projects safer and easier.

http://www.mettescabinetcorner.com


(MS) -- Being out and about is
simply the "norm" these days.
Rain or shine, practically a third
of each day is spent outside of the
home. What returns indoors with
us can be a problem, however.

Did you know that as much as
85 percent of the contaminants in
your home got there via your fam-
ily and you? Healthy and green
living experts suggest stopping
dirt, germs and other contami-

nants at the door. Not exactly
sure how? A re-designed family-
friendly entrance -- mudroom or
laundry room -- is the perfect so-
lution.

The mudroom concept is as old
as the horse-drawn plow. Manor
houses and farms usually had a
back room or porch where muddy
clothes and boots were deposited
and hardworking family mem-
bers washed up before entering

the main house -- an early version
of today's back door. However,
with the advent of indoor plumb-
ing and eventual other "modern
conveniences," mudrooms were
sacrificed and the laundry room
evolved into the home's "family"
entrance or transitional room be-
tween the not-so-clean garage
and the main living space.

If you are striving to create
and maintain a healthier living

environment for your family, and
changes to your home's "transi-
tional room" are in the works,
consider including some of the fol-
lowing to make the space func-
tional, healthy and as attractive
as possible:

1. Hooks and hangers for
coats, wraps and rainwear

2. A bench for boot and shoe
removal

3. Cabinets or walk-in closets
for storage

4. Adjustable height shelving
for purses, backpacks and brief-
cases

5. A vertical locker for storing
baseball bats, skis, hockey sticks
or other items

6. An umbrella stand
7. Hooks for pet leashes and

clean-up supplies
8. A bulletin board to post

schedules and keep families on
track

9. Trash can and recycling con-
tainers

10. A General "catch-all" for
car keys and other commonly
used items

Longtime champions of the
mudroom/laundry room re-design
include Martha Stewart and ar-
chitect Sarah Susanka. In her
best-selling book, "The Not So Big
House," Susanka suggests trans-
forming this often used, often
overlooked area into an ultra
functional yet very attractive
space. Adding plenty of natural

light will keep it bright and invit-
ing. And a plethora of storage and
space requirements will be satis-
fied by incorporating built-in cab-
inets, countertops, even an island.
Cabinetry will store and organize,
while counter space will allow for
bill-paying, mail-sorting, scrap-
booking, gift wrapping, crafting
activities, indoor gardening, and
even a computer workstation.
That's total functionality and
here's how U.S. hardwoods fit
right into the design mix.

According to the American
Hardwood Information Center
(www.HardwoodInfo.com), U.S.
hardwoods are the all-natural
choice for sturdy, attractive and
healthy design materials. Not
only nature's "greenest" building
material, hardwoods are easy to
maintain, don't trap dust, dirt
and other allergens and are often
recommended by doctors for indi-
viduals with allergies or asthma.
Plus, the wide range of species
provides a spectrum of colors and
grain patterns to satisfy any dec-
orating scheme. And with native
growth well exceeding removal,
the U.S. supply of hardwoods for
cabinetry, furniture, shelving,
flooring, and millwork is -- by def-
inition -- sustainable now and for
future generations.

Oak, maple, hickory, and
cherry make wonderful and pop-
ular species choices for cabinets
and shelves. They are available in
hundreds of styles and finishes
and will suit any decorating pref-
erence. Then complete your de-
sign with bead board paneling
complimented by hardwood floor-
ing. Low-VOC finishes keep hard-
woods looking great and
performing well. And today's
durable new finishes make U.S.
hardwoods a wonderful choice
even for wet, humid environ-
ments. 

Remember, according to the
healthy living experts, these al-
ternative entrances provide an
important barrier between out-
side and in. As you plan to make
the space as functional as possi-
ble, by incorporating nature's
"greenest" building material into
the design, you'll make it healthy
and beautiful as well.
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C.R. NEFF
Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, LLC

1805 Lafayette • Mattoon IL

Free Estimates

We Sell The Best and Service The Rest

(217)235-0882

“Since 1927”

FREE
10 year Parts & 10 year Labor Warranty

With the purchase of any GOODMAN
Expires 12/31/2010

Hurry! Act Now!
Ask us about

Rebates and Tax Credits up to $2,000

� ��

�� �

#420

2068 CR 1800E
Arthur, IL

(1/2 mile south of Arthur on Vine Street)
(217) 543-2082

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-3

Slip Resistance Excellent

Oil/Gas Excellent

Chemicals Excellent

Abrasions Excellent

Non-Marketing Yes

Metzger Welding
& Machine

– Your Local Gano Tank Distributor –
2900 Marshall • Mattoon

217-234-2851
If no answer, 217-235-0657

millimetz5@hotmail.com

Portable or Shop Welding
Machine Shop Service

Mig • Aluminum • Equipment Repair
Metal Fabrication • Heliarc • Stainless Steel

Gas Welding • Trailer Hitches Installed
24 Hour Emergency Service

Re-designing a Family-friendly Entrance with U. S. Hardwoods

The multifunctional laundry room of American Woodmark's New Southern Home features sleek maple
cabinetry in a work-inducing environment.

315 N Logan • Mattoon, IL 61938

Telephone: 217-235-5004  Fax: 217-235-5007
www.nickandstaceyshouseofpaints.com

2. Open the windows in the
room before any paint cans are
opened, and keep them open dur-
ing the duration of the job.

3. Consider the use of latex
paints, which are generally low-
odor.

4. If alkyd, alcohol, or shellac
paints must be used, add a few
drops of vanilla extract to the
paint to alleviate any odors. It
won't affect the color of applica-
tion.

5. Wait until the walls have

fully dried before closing windows
and returning the furniture to the
room.

6. Promptly close paint cans
and gather materials used for
cleaning and removal from the
room. Store them in a sealed con-
tainer to prevent odors from
spreading throughout the house.

7. If odors are persistent, plac-
ing a bowl of cut up onions in
water in the room is an old trick
that may or may not work. The
onions supposedly absorb the
paint odors, sometimes in as little
as one day. This is an inexpensive
idea to try.

Paint
from page 3

Preventing Ice Dam Damage
The cold weather brings with

it many potential dangers to a
home. Ice dams are one such situ-
ation that could prove a formida-
ble foe to homeowners.

Under normal circumstances,
gutters and downspouts are in
place on a home to ensure water
runoff from the roof makes its
way down and away from the
house. However, during the win-
ter months, snow accumulation
on the roof may melt over sur-
faces of the roof that are warmed
by an underlying attic, drip down
to the end of the roof and refreeze
in areas where there is less sur-
face warmth. Eventually a block
of ice may form over the gutter or
at the edge of it, preventing fur-
ther roof runoff from properly
draining. All it takes is a little
trickle of melted snow to pool up
and leak back under the roofing
shingles and into the home.

Preventing ice dams takes
some work and financial invest-
ment on the part of the home-
owner. It also starts with a
quality roof. 

Because most homeowners do
not regularly inspect their roofs,
it's an easy place for contractors
to skimp. A quality roofer will en-
sure that homes in snowy areas
have the following compo-
nents:An ice and water barrier in-
stalled on all roof edges and over
all valleys, proper flashing, rolled
asphalt underlayment over the
entire roof, and quality roofing
shingles with the right overlap.

Homeowners must also pro-

vide adequate attic ventilation
and insulation to cut down on ice
dam problems. After all, it is the
warm air from the attic that
melts the snow on the roof. A
cooler attic temperature might
lead to less melted snow and, as a
result, less water seepage as well.

Investigate the R-value of in-
sulation products before use and
install the one that will meet the
needs in the home and geographic
area. Check where other sources
of warm air could be entering the
attic, such as from ventilation
fans or recessed lighting fixtures.
Weather stripping attic stairs and
fixtures may be a solution.

Ensuring cool air can flow
through the attic is another way
to reduce the temperature in this
space. Ventilation systems can be
installed to properly air out an
attic. In most homes, a louvered
window or gable vent in the attic
is not adequate to provide proper
air flow. Consult with a profes-
sional about upgrading an attic
ventilation system.

By taking a few measures to
improve insulation, roofing and
ventilation, homeowners can
greatly reduce the likelihood of
water damage from ice dam for-
mation.

http://www.consolidated.com
http://www.nickandstaceyshouseofpaints.com


(MS) -- While big-ticket reno-
vations may not fit your budget
these days, there are still plenty
of improvements that can offer a
dramatic impact without empty-
ing your wallet.

"Start from the ground up
when considering cost-effective
changes that make a big impact,"
says Linda Jacobs, a design ex-
pert from Nourison, a leading
manufacturer of quality area
rugs and broadloom. "Cosmetic
changes such as a beautiful area
rug on the floor can give the im-
pression that you've altered your
entire living space. Available in
any price range, a new rug can in-
stantly transform a room."

Additionally, Jacobs offers the
following checklist for home decor
chic on a budget:

* Use area rugs to separate
spaces or tie rooms together
where large expanses of hard-
wood floors do not make for a
cozy, inviting space. Using a
larger area rug can make a space
appear larger.

* Use an area rug on top of a
carpet. Create a striking focal
point in a wall-to-wall carpeted
room with contrasting color area
rugs strategically placed in a
room.

* Experiment with color.
Choose your favorite color palette.
Once your rug is in place, you'll
have several colors to use to

match when introducing small
accent pieces throughout your
room.

* Texture, Texture, Texture.
Even solid colors can become in-
teresting because of their texture.
Natural wools from flat-weave to
plush, wool blended with pure
silk or today's high tech synthet-
ics, plus shags and novelty yarns
are just some of the many choices
of constructions with different
textures. Additionally, many of
today's best handmade
and even machine-made
area rugs feature hand
carving for additional
textural appeal.

* Don't be afraid of
patterns. Adding geomet-
ric patterns can take a
traditional setting and
make it appear more
modern, while floral pat-
terns and Persian de-
signs have a more
traditional appeal. In
today's fashion forward
rug selections, many of
the traditional patterns
are revitalized in newer
color palettes so a tradi-
tional rug can have a to-
tally new appeal.

Luxurious wall-to-
wall carpeting also com-
pletely changes any
space. Nourison has
unique hand-carved wool

and wool blend carpets in pat-
terns that are truly extraordi-
nary, offering
three-dimensionality in patterns
unlike most ordinary carpets.

Creative use of area rugs and
carpets can replace costly renova-
tions for totally new looks
throughout your home. Nourison
offers a variety of collections
available in patterns and colors
that complement all types of de-
sign styles.
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Need
More

Storage
Space?

217-543-3206
1955 CR 1700 E. 
Arthur, IL 61911

1 mile west & 
1 1/2 miles South of Arthur

English Cottage

Custom Built Since 1975

Need
More

Storage
Space?

ServiceMaster of Effingham
217-342-3206 & 888-812-7290

3230 S. Banker St.
Now Serving

Mattoon

Luxury Home Decor Begins On the Floor

A new area rug or carpet can make a dramatic change to any room.

Furniture & Bedding, Inc.

MON-FRI: 9:00-6:00
SAT 9:00-5:00 • CLOSED SUN

1601 Broadway Ave
Downtown Mattoon

217-235-3434

we bring the to your home
stationary sofas 
STARTING AT

$399

beauty

lamps & 5x7 rugs 
STARTING AT

$99

Not too long ago, the "green"
bathroom or kitchen conjured im-
ages of avocado appliances or sea
foam colored toilets. Today, how-
ever, "green" takes on an entirely
new connotation. Kitchens and
baths that employ environmen-
tally conscious products and pro-
cedures are growing in
popularity.

Individuals inclined toward

green spaces may wonder just
how to achieve a sustainable
kitchen or bath. The concept lies
in rooms that use less water and
energy than traditional rooms. 

Getting started could involve
choosing fixtures that require
less water usage. Low-flow
faucets and showerheads and re-
duced-capacity toilets can go a
long way toward saving water.

Additionally, using these conser-
vation fixtures does not mean a
homeowner has to sacrifice crea-
ture comforts. New technology
means that despite reduced water
use, the fixtures still provide
ample pressure for showering
and hand-washing and adequate
flushing power. If a toilet was in-
stalled prior to 1994 it should be
replaced for a more efficient
model. 

Being sustainable means more
than just reducing water, how-
ever. Other changes can be em-
ployed all at once or gradually.
Recycled glass tile as a back-
splash or in a shower surround is
an idea. It utilizes glass that has
been recycled and is a smart, eco-
friendly option. Consider flooring
that is made from recyclable or
sustainable materials. Bamboo
quickly replenishes itself  in the
wild, making it a truly green
item. However, vinyl flooring
made from composite recycled
materials is also practical.

In terms of saving energy,
lower the thermostat on the
water heater. Not only will this
reduce the chance of scalding, but
it will save energy on heating
water as well. Replacing ineffi-
cient lighting fixtures can go a
long way toward saving energy,
too. Shop for attractive, yet effi-
cient, fixtures that employ CFL
bulbs or even LEDs.

When shopping for bathroom
and kitchen essentials, such as
towels, toilet tissue and cosmetic
products, be conscious of the way
these products are made and
manufactured. Choose recyclable
paper products whenever possi-
ble. Be sure to have a recycling
pail in both the kitchen and the
bath to collect items that should-
n't be trashed, but recycled. This
includes cardboard toilet paper
tubes, plastic product bottles and
more.

Green appliances call to mind
energy-efficient dishwashers and
refrigerators. But green can ex-
tend to the stove, too. Induction

cooktops provide faster heating
times and more efficient cooking
than gas or electric alternatives.
Induction enables 90 percent of
the heat generated to go directly
into the cooking vessel, compared
with 75 percent for electric and
about 40 percent for gas. Plus, in-
duction cooktops work with mag-
nets, making them a safer choice
for families.

Creating sustainable kitchens
and baths is easier than one may
think. A few changes over time
can transform a space.
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Create Sustainable Kitchens and Bathrooms

Recycled glass tiles and water-saving faucets are just a couple of
ways to make kitchens and baths more green.

Improve Water Pressure
For those who have turned on

a faucet to find a trickle or bathed
under something more like a drip
sprinkler than a shower, water
pressure might be the culprit. In-
adequate water pressure can be a
nuisance. Remedying it could
take a quick fix or a major over-
haul.

There are many reasons for
low water pressure. Diagnosing
the problem is the key to fixing it.
Here are some causes to consider.

* Rural areas that rely on well
water may have less pounds of
water pressure than in suburban
or city areas. 

* Water softeners or filters in
homes can reduce water pressure.

* Multi-level homes could ex-
perience a drop in water pressure
in upstairs bathrooms. That's be-
cause, for every 2.31 feet of verti-
cal climb in a water line, a
homeowner will lose a pound of
water pressure. Water that origi-
nates in the basement and must
travel upstairs could decrease by
12 pounds of pressure by the time
it arrives at a third-floor bath-
room.

* Clogged pipes or fixtures can
reduce water pressure. Pipes that
are also too small in diameter to
meet the house water needs could
also be to blame. 

* Water restrictors in shower-

heads and other fixtures can re-
duce water flow in an effort to
conserve the natural resource.

Homeowners can insert a
gauge at the main water supply of
the house to determine the pres-

Call 217-543-2829 or E-mail steelstar@agapemail.com 
For Free Brochure & Price List for Metal, Trim & Fasteners

Manufactured By:

Cornerstone Building Products – Arthur, IL

Buy Factory Direct! Contractor Discounts.
Available in 20 colors, including copper
Agricultural or Commercial Rib Designs

Hundreds of trim profiles in stock • 3-D quoting software
Full line of related products • Up to 40 year warranty

$1500.00 tax credit for reroofing homes

See Water on page 12

http://www.servicemasterclean.com
http://tinyurl.com/2cvd456
http://www.priorsfurniture.com


"No matter where I
serve my guests, it seems
they like my kitchen best."

This saying has
adorned wall plaques in
many people's kitchens,
and for most individuals
the sentiment is quite
true. The kitchen tends to
be the gathering place for
the family. When thinking
about renovating the
kitchen, it pays to have en-
tertaining in mind.

It is widely known that
improvements to kitchens
and bathrooms often reap
the greatest return on in-
vestment. When making
changes to the kitchen,
paying attention to the
trend of kitchen entertain-
ing can make the room
even more valuable --
should a homeowner
choose to sell at a later
point in time. Gearing ren-
ovations around kitchen
entertaining also can
make the space desireable
for current homeowners.

Here are some renovation de-
cisions to consider that can make
the kitchen an ideal gathering
spot for family and friends.

* Space: The best kitchens for
entertaining are roomy and fea-
ture an open floor plan. For home-
owners who have limited space,
the first decision may be to ex-
pand the kitchen by building an
extension on the home or taking
down a wall. Many homeowners
find that spacious eat-in-kitchens
are preferable over a small
kitchen and formal dining area.
So if a dining room abuts the
kitchen, remove the wall to create

a large kitchen space.
* Multiple islands: Instead of

one large island, consider two is-
lands. They are less cumbersome,
making it easier for guests to eas-
ily traverse the kitchen. One is-
land can be set up with a prep
sink and wine cooler, while the
other can feature a countertop-
mounted induction stovetop for
convenience and safety. A few tall
stools around the back of one is-
land can provide seating while
prepping, or for simple conversa-
tion.

* Company cleanup: Think
about large sinks that can accom-
modate tall pots and pans, such

as a double-basin apron sink.
Drawer-style dishwashers can be
installed so that delicate china
and glassware can be washed sep-
arately from grimy pots. This seg-
regated style means homeowners
can save money by washing
smaller loads as needed.

* Gathering niche: A butler's
pantry or another alcove
equipped with beverage center
enables guests to gather in an
area away from the main cooking
and preparation space. 

* Breakfast nook: Cozy ban-
quette seating nestled next to a
picture window is a great spot for
early-morning coffee or when

overnight guests
trickle down for a
hearty breakfast. Dec-
orative brick or stone -
- or even a fireplace
next to the nook -- com-
pletes the warm and
fuzzy feel of the area.

* Large table:
Homeowners who do a
lot of hosting can bene-
fit from a table that
seats many. Purchase a
large table or one that
can be expanded with a
drop-in leaf.

* Hidden appli-
ances: The kitchen
should be decorated ac-
cording to homeown-
ers' preferences. Key
appliances such as
dishwashers, refrigera-
tors and even ovens
can be masked with
cabinet facing, so they

blend right into the rest of the
cabinetry. A larger refrigerator
with features for entertaining,
such as room for platters or bak-
ery cakes, is ideal for the host and
hostess. A separate beverage
drawer eliminates the need to
open the refrigerator repeatedly,
plus it's at a great height for kids
looking for juice boxes.

* Lighting: Homeowners
should consider many different
lighting sources. Pendant lights
over islands illuminate these
work stations. Recessed lighting
under cabinets can brighten
countertop areas that tend to be
dark. A chandelier or bold fixture
over the table shows off the amaz-
ing meal.

Because the kitchen is such a
gathering spot, renovations to
this room should reflect how
much foot traffic and use the
kitchen gets.
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235-3161
Mattoon

345-3309
Charleston

342-2740
Effingham Visit Us Online: www.floorshow1.com

Keep Your HomeKeep Your Home

BeautifullyClean

We clean, restore, and disinfect surfaces in your home
• Carpet • Area Rugs • Laminate • Drapes • Hardwood •

• Tile • Upholstery • Pet Odor Removal •

The Floor Show Inc. Serving the Area 
for Over 30 Years

Make Entertaining the Focal Point of Kitchen Design

A curved countertop serves as extra seating around the prep area, while a
large table is perfect for serving big meals.

(MS) -- When the St. Simons
(GA) Land Trust was looking for a
crown jewel for their new Earth-
friendly Frederica Park Nature
Trail, the choice was simple: a
beautifully designed gazebo, con-
structed of sustainable, locally
harvested lumber. The gorgeous
structure, designed by Nathan
Brock of Wiregrass Studio, Inc.,
now provides a peaceful, shaded
respite to park visitors.

Creating this same peaceful
spot is now within reach of home-
owners as well: free plans for the
Frederica Park Gazebo are now
available via download at
www.realoutdoorliving.com.

As more and more homeown-
ers search for cost-effective yet at-
tractive ways to add more value
to their current home, the popu-
larity of backyard projects contin-
ues to grow, even past the
traditional outdoor season.

"People tend to associate their
outdoor living space as a fun spot
during the spring and summer,"
explains Brad Staggs, HGTV and
DIY show host and a licensed
contractor. "There are so many
ways to extend the use of your
outdoor living area well into fall
and winter, too -- it's a great time

to get outside with family and
friends and enjoy the cooler
weather, beautiful fall colors and
changing seasons."

Consider these additional
projects to extend the time spent
outdoors with your family: a
beautiful wood deck, a porch
swing, a picnic table or perhaps
some nice planter boxes, brim-
ming will fall blooms.

Once you decide to build the
Frederica Park Gazebo, or any
other outdoor living project, do
your homework when it comes to
choosing building products. The
market is flooded with options
right now, but which one is right
for you? For strength, durability,
beauty and the best environmen-
tal choice, choose pressure-
treated wood. Every project listed
above can be completed using
pressure-treated wood, and you
won't break the bank in the
process.

According to Staggs, "It's al-
ways a good idea to use treated
lumber in projects that will be ex-
posed to ground contact or out-
door elements on a consistent
basis. And the strength and dura-
bility of real wood ensures that
your project will be around for

years to come."
In addition, choosing pressure-

treated wood is a strong environ-
mental decision. The majority of
pressure-treated wood available
in big-box retailers or through in-
dependent lumber dealers will be
locally grown wood from sustain-
ably managed forests. Wood is a

natural, authentic resource, and
our forests are in better shape
today than they were a century
ago.

Worried about the mainte-
nance of a real wood structure
such as a gazebo or deck? No
need; while no product intended
for outdoor use is truly mainte-

nance free, real wood comes
pretty close. Think of it as annual
maintenance for your backyard:
just as you clean your house or
wash and wax your car to keep
them maintained, check your
backyard structures once a year
for any nail pops or wood damage.
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221 Lake Land

MATTOON
235-6999

* Subject to usual company policies.

• Installment Loans $100 - $1,500*
• No Credit Check Loans $100 - $300*
• Approval In Less Than One Hour!

We Say YES,
When Others

Don’t!

Unfinished Home Improvement Projects?

We Can 
Help!

We Can 
Help!

Beautiful Frederica Park Gazebo Adds Charm,
Style and Increased Outdoor Living Space

RELAXATION
Right In Your Own BackyardRight In Your Own Backyard

Whoever said you have to leave home to get
some rest and relaxation obviously didn’t own
a Nordic Hot Tub! And once you get one, we
think you’ll agree – there really is no place
like home!

We also carry Pools & Pool Accessories

Leisure Pools
712 Charleston Ave. • Mattoon

235-5585

http://tinyurl.com/2cko5dt
http://www.afchoice.com


It's a common sight: Trailing
ivy scaling the sides of homes. It
can elicit an Old World feel and
many homeowners like the look
of ivy on their homes. But is it
wise to have ivy
growing on the
home? It de-
pends.
Ivy roots

take hold in
crevices and
cracks. Gener-
ally, ivy is not strong
enough to cause the
cracks itself, which
makes it safe for use on
siding surfaces that are strong
and secure. However, ivy can
loosen siding materials that are
already compromised, leading to
trouble.
There are certain places

where ivy growth should be

avoided. 
* Stucco: Removal of the ivy

after time can also pull off chunks
of stucco, leaving behind bare
patches and discoloration of the
stucco.
* Older brick homes: The

mortar used in the past wasn't
as strong or durable as that
used today. Ivy can knock out
mortar in older brick homes,
leading to pest or water in-

filtration.
* Wood sur-

faces: Ivy may
harbor wood-eat-
ing insects. Also,
the roots may
penetrate the
grain of the
wood, causing po-
tential rot.
* Siding or

shakes: Siding with seams can be

vulnerable to ivy roots,
causing damage while it
is growing and should
the ivy be removed later
on.
* Flimsy structures:

Ivy tends to be heavy
and can pull
down unsecured
or weakened
structures.
For home-

owners who
choose to plant
ivy, choose
species that are
not overly inva-
sive. English ivy,
for example, is
very invasive
and can quickly
spread from one
home to another.
Only plant ivy to
grow on strong,
secure masonry surfaces. Keep
the ivy trimmed and trained so
it will only grow where de-
sired.
Those who have exist-

ing ivy and want to re-
move it should consider
the following tips.
* Be gentle when

pulling off vines. Go
slowly so that mortar or pieces of
the surface to which the ivy is at-
tached will not pull off in the
process.
* Ivy roots are tiny and hairy

and adhere to surfaces like glue.
Even after the main vines are
pulled off, homeowners are likely
to be left with tendrils of roots re-
maining in place.
* These roots will need to be

gently scrubbed off. However,

don't rub so hard that the hous-
ing surface is damaged. One may
simply have to live with the re-
maining ivy roots rather than
damage the home. Test the scrub-
bing method in an inconspicuous
spot to check for damage.
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* Pricing above covers LABOR ONLY. Parts
and pick up/delivery are additional costs. 

Additional labor may be charged if repairs are
not covered under service special. Contact

Arends Bros LLC for additional information. Ashmore • 349-8338

STEFFEN
HTG & A/C

We Promise.

Since 1956 & Starting the 3rd Generation, We’re the Rheem Team.®

Good work and fair prices. From Geo-thermal Heating & Cooling Systems To
Fireplace Gas Logs...& everything in between. We’ll arrive on time, in uniform,
and we clean up before leaving. Call us for the best in customer care.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

217-342-2062
www.steffenheating.com

Effingham & Surrounding Counties

Scaling Ivy ... Friend or Foe?

Many people like the appearance of ivy growing on the side of a
home. In many cases, ivy can be a nice focal point. However, ivy is
not appropriate for all building surfaces.

(MS) -- Given the sluggish
economy, now is not the time most
of us want to spring for a costly
remodeling project. But you don't
have to spend a lot of money to
spruce up your home with paint.

The nation's number one do-it-
yourself project holds that title
for a reason (two reasons, actu-
ally):  Painting is easy and it's in-
expensive, making it just right for
budget-minded consumers.

What's more, even small paint
projects can greatly enhance the
appearance of your home. Here
are some quick ways to get a lot
of mileage out of a little paint, ac-
cording to Debbie Zimmer,
spokesperson for the Paint Qual-
ity Institute: 

Paint just an interior accent
wall. Don't have the time or en-
ergy to paint an entire room?
Give the space an exciting new
look by painting just one wall in
a different color. A so-called ac-
cent wall can add visual interest
to a room and introduce another
hue into your color scheme.

Paint the area above (or
below) a chair rail. According to
Zimmer, if your home is blessed
with chair rails, you don't have to
paint the entire wall. "You can
choose to repaint only the wall
area above the rail, or the area
below it," says Zimmer. "It's a
simple project that can dramati-
cally change the appearance of
the room."

Paint the interior windows
and trim. Love your wall color,
but still yearn for a new look?
Give the room a makeover by
painting your windows, molding,
and trim. You'll be surprised how
different a room can look when
you change the intensity of color
there.

Paint a room's standout fea-
ture. Play up what's special about
a room by painting it a different
color. This could be a fireplace
surround, a curved archway, the
backs of built-in bookshelves or
cabinets, or something else. Using
a strong "punch" color will draw
immediate attention to your
standout feature.

Paint the front door.  Studies
have shown that visitors get their
first impression about a home
from the condition of the front en-
trance, according to Zimmer. A
freshly painted door helps ensure
that first impression will be fa-
vorable.

Paint just a few exterior archi-
tectural details. Even if you don't
have to paint your home exterior
for maintenance reasons, con-
sider changing the appearance of
your home by painting a few ar-
chitectural details. Shutters are
good candidates. "But if you're
lucky enough to own a house with
ornamental fretwork, call atten-
tion to the trim by painting it a
strong or vibrant color that con-
trasts with your walls," Zimmer

recommends.
Whether you try one of these

quick and easy do-it-yourself proj-
ects, or take on more ambitious
home painting, Zimmer advises
that you always use a top quality

100 percent acrylic latex paint.
These paints have superior "hid-
ing" capability when painting
over dark colors, they are stain-
and mildew-resistant, many func-
tion as both primer and paint,

and best of all ... they offer
tremendous durability, so your
paint job will continue to look
great for years to come!

Mini Garage Lofted CabinGarden Shed

#1 Metal Roofing & Siding • Treated Joists & Flooring • Condensation Barrier
Maintenance Free • Choice of 17 Colors • Custom Built • FREE Delivery (Within 25 miles)

3 miles west on Rt. 133 & 2¼ miles South of Arthur
or 5 miles North off Rt. 121 on Cadwell Rd.Raymond H. Miller 217-543-3525

Work Shop

Look no further than a GeoComfort®
geothermal system. Replacing your
fossil fuel furnace with a GeoComfort
system can reduce your monthly utility
costs by up to 70%. What’s more,
geothermal systems are the cleanest,
quietest and most comfortable
systems on the market. It’s never too
late or too early to consider a
GeoComfort geothermal system for
your home.

GeoComfort. Live comfortably™.

217-752-6867
217-348-8888

Purchase 2 or more eligible GE ProfileTM

Kitchen appliances now - October 31,
2010 from a participating authorized GE
Retail Dealer and receive a Visa® prepaid
card valued up to $1000.*
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Budget-Friendly Paint Projects To Spruce Up Your Home This Fall

A bold-colored accent wall can add visual interest.

Eliminating Painting Odors
Painting a room can give it a

face lift in a day. While painting
can have many appealing bene-
fits, one of the project's pitfalls is
the odor left behind. This can
leave homeowners wondering
how to reduce paint smells in the
home.

The advancements of paint
have led to many varieties of low-
odor paints. However, even the

most low-odor of the bunch will
have some residual smell. What's
more, homeowners retrofitting
spaces that are older or who have
used oil-based paints in the past
may need to use a more potent
paint to cover dark colors, block
water infiltration or simply ad-
here to previous paint applica-
tions. These stronger paints tend
to be more potent.

There are some steps home-
owners can take when paint
fumes are bound to overwhelm,
particularly in a child's bedroom. 

1. Empty the entire room of
furniture and any porous materi-
als that can trap paint fumes.
This also will make it easier to
paint with no obstructions.

See Paint on page 15

http://www.steffenheating.com


Conventional wisdom with re-
spect to selling a home might be
falling by the wayside. Over the
years, research on home sales has
suggested the best season to sell
a home is spring. Buyer demand
has traditionally built through
spring and into the summer
months, when families often pre-
fer to move because doing so does
not force parents to uproot their
children from school in the middle
of the school year. However, as the
economy has struggled over the
last couple of years, so, too, has
the real estate market. According
to the S&P/Case-Shiller home
price index, home prices de-
creased by 28 percent from their
national peak in the second quar-
ter of 2006 to the end of 2009.
Such figures have turned conven-
tional real estate wisdom on its
head, as have tax credits to en-
courage first time buyers to buy
homes. In 2010, first time home

buyers who closed on a home by
April 30, 2010 received an $8,000
credit. As a result, home sales fig-
ures in February and March were
expected to be higher than in
years past, and therefore lower in
the ensuing months. For those
homeowners forced to sell a home
in less desirable seasons like win-
ter, real estate professionals typi-
cally advise selling up certain
points of the home. Suggestions
include decorating a home for the
holidays and shoveling any walk-
ways or driveways should snow
arrive while a house is on the
market.What's more, sellers sell-
ing in off-seasons should be real-
istic about their selling price at
the outset, as buyers might be ret-
icent to buy in a season where so
few homes are on the market.
Selling a home at a desirable ask-
ing price, however, might increase
buyer interest.
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Real Estate Wisdom Changing?
Space heaters may seem like

an excellent way to provide sup-
plemental heat on chilly days.
However, research points out that
these units tend to be dangerous.
According to the National Fire

Prevention Association, around
one-third of fires in the home can
be attributed to space heaters.
They also account for three-quar-
ters of fire-related deaths in U.S.
homes. 
One of the biggest risk factors

with space heaters is their ten-
dency to get hot on the surface.
When a hot space heater comes in
contact with surrounding com-
bustible materials, such as
draperies or bed linens, the risk
for a serious fire will only in-
crease. 
Space heaters should come

with instructions for proper use
and placement, including several
feet from walls and other com-
bustibles. However, in crowded
living situations or homes with
small children and pets, it is easy
for space heaters to be inadver-
tently moved or knocked over. 
If a space heater is needed in

a home, select a type that will be
the safest option.
* Consider an electric model

that doesn't require the replace-
ment of fuel, such as kerosene.
* Choose a radiator type that

doesn't feature any external heat-
ing coils.
* Look for models with a tip-

over safety shut off. There are oth-
ers that will automatically shut

off if the unit senses too much
heat from a close-by object.
* Select sturdy models that

aren't prone to tip over, meaning
look for short, stout heaters,
rather than tall, skinny ones.
* The best type of space

heaters have the heating element
deep inside of the machine and
only emit hot air.
* For those with an old-fash-

ioned heater that features heat-
ing coils directly behind a mesh
screen, discard of this unsafe ap-
pliance promptly.
* A space heater should be the

only major appliance on one cir-
cuit to avoid an electrical overload
and fire.
* Do not use extension cords

with a space heater, as the cord
tends to overheat quickly.
* Turn off the space heater

when a room is unattended.
These heaters must be used
under supervision. Leaving them
unmonitored in a room is a recipe
for trouble.
* Use space heaters as a last

resort. Heavy blankets and cloth-
ing can chase away the chill.
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Olmsted Bros. Inc. offers two of the most “Green”
earth friendly products in the market. In fact, these
products can save up to 40% on one’s energy bills.
Our Nu-Wool cellulose insulation is made out of 100%
recycled paper. Also, our polyurethane foam insula-
tion is soy based. Owner Eric Olmsted stresses the
importance of all consumers (commercial and resi-
dential) to educate themselves on premium earth
friendly insulation products.  It will make your new or
reinsulated Home and Buildings comfortable, energy
efficient, along with preserving the Earth’s resources.  

640 Castle Drive (NW Business Park)
Charleston, IL 217.348.7931

GREEN REASONS AND MORE!
1) Nu-Wool Premium Cellulose Insulation is made from 100% recycled paper.
2) Nu-Wool recycles over 150 tons of paper each day which saves 8,000 trees per day.
3) Helps reduce greenhouse gases.
4) Nu-Wool has been Green since 1949.
5) More paper ends up in landfills then any other material. --Choosing Nu-Wool Wallseal actually helps to 

preserve land and trees for future generations.
6) Our insulation is up to 40% more efficient than traditional insulation providing up to 40% savings on oneʼs 

energy bill.
7) Carries the Underwriters Laboratories classified and Energy Star labels.
8) E.P.A. registered fungicide making it resistant to the growth of mold.
9) Nu-Woolʼs contractor training and field support is the best in the industry. 
10) A superior sound proofing insulation. For more information log on to www.nuwool.com

PREMIUM CELLULOSE INSULATION

Olmsted Bros. 
Insulation, Inc.

GREEN Since 1949

Scotty’s
Garden & Furnace Center, Inc.

Intersection of Rts 40 & 49, Casey, IL
(217) 932-2007

Monday- Friday 8 am - 6 pm • Saturday 8 am - 2 pm

Mums, Pansies, Kale, Fall Bulbs for Spring Color!
Pumpkins, Gourds, & Indian Corn

Now is a great time to plant!
Large Selection of Shrubs & Trees, 

Bulk Rock & Mulch, Chemicals, Fertilizer & more. 
We can meet all your landscaping needs.

New Fall Decor, Windchimes, Garden Flags, 
Woodwick, WarmGlo & Primitive Glow Candles,

Gourmet Food, Coffee, Hot Chocolate & Teas
Stepping Stones, Cub, Cardinal, John Deere, 

Harley Davidson Mugs & Much More.

Hawken Energy Outdoor Wood Furnaces
#1 Efficiency Rating

Save Energy & Money
Call for Free Estimate

Interstate Battery Dealer

Call TODAY for a FREE estimate!

1-800-500-2847

Now offering:
Vents, vent wells, insulation

removal and installation, 
sump pump, drain systems, 

and TyVek homewrap

The Area’s Best Buildings
• Very Clean Self Service Storage
• 4 Locations, 26 Different Sizes
• Boat, Car, RV, Household Goods

234-4477
www.willaredt.com

800 North Route 45, Mattoon

Free Up Space at Home!
Space Heaters Should be Used With Caution

http://www.willaredt.com
http://tinyurl.com/2fytqhf


jg-tc comdot

http://www.firstmid.com



